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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The steamer President, which sailed from Liver- 
pool on the 10th Feb. arrived at New Yori on 
Wednesday morning, 3d inst. bringing files of fo- 
reign papers up to the day of her departure. 

By this arrival we have received most important 
intelligence from China, by the overland mail, and 
exceedingly intcresting and important news from 
England, to which we refer our readers. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Ata council held on the 6th inst. the qtieen de- 
creed that the name of prince Albert be inserted in 
all the prayer books and eead in all churches!!! 

The duke of Wellington was seized with sudden 
indisposition in the house of lords on the 5th inst. 
but had so far recovered from his attack as to leave 
no doubt of his being able shortly to resume his 
usual habits. His illness was attributed to his ex- 
posure to the severity of the weather. 

The receipt of New York papers in London by 
the packet ship Cambridge, with the correspon- 
dence between Mr. Fox and Mr. Forsyth, with re- 
gard to the arrest of McLeod, caused much talk and 
considerable excitement. 

The ‘Times predicts the most serions national 
consequences from this affair, which was brought 
before parliament on the 8th inst. by lord Stanley 
and the earl of Mountcashell. oa 7 

The former asked lord Palmerston, whether the 
government had taken any, and if so, what steps 
for the protection and liberation of Mr. McLeod? — 

Lord Palmerston replied that the government had 
gent certain instructions, but till the conclusion of 
the correspondence was received it would be im- 
possible to send final instructions, and that he was 
not prepared at that time to state formally what 
those instructions were. 

_The earl of Mountcashell asked similar ques- 
tions of lord Melbourne in the house of lords, to 
Which similar answers were given, stating also that 
her majesty’s ministers would take those measures 
Which in their estimation would be best calculated 
to secure the safety of her majesty’s subjects, and 
to vindicate the honor of the British nation. 

In the course of the debate upon the correspon- 
dence between Mr. Fox and Mr. Forsyth, viscount 
ralinerston said that he rather thought his honora- 
e friend would find in that correspondence that 
tustructions had been given by the American go- 
vernment to Mr. Stevenson to abstain from press- 
ing the subject farther—(hear.) With regard to 
se letter of Mr. Forsyth, he (viscount Palmerston) 

egged leave to say that the case stood thus: In the 
case of the American citizens engaged in invading 
Canada, the American government disavowed the 
acts of those citizens, and stated that the British 
authorities might deal with them as they pleased— 
(hear, hear), and that there were persons concern- 
ed in this undertaking who were not in any degree 
entitled to the protection of the U. States—(hear.) 

But in the other case they treated the affair of the 
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vernment, and in fact assumed it to be altogether a 
government transaction, and not to be left upon the 
responsibility of individuals. Until, therefore, the 
British government disowned those persons con- 
cerned in the destruction of the Caroline, in the 
same manner as the American government had dis- 
avowed their citizens in the other case, he conceiv- 
ed that the American government had adopted an 
international responsibility in the late detention of 
Mr. McLeod, and could not, therefore, change their 
ground upon this question. (Hear, hear.) 

Sir R. Peel wished to ask the noble lord a ques- 
tion relating to a matter of fact. He believed that, 
in the expedition which had been formed for the 
destruction of the Caroline, certain officers who 
held commissions in her majesty’s army and navy 
were concerned in that affair, and that some of 
these officers had, in the execution of the orders 
which were issued, received wounds. 

The question he wished to ask was, whether or 
not her majesty’s government had thought proper to 
award pensions to those officers corresponding in 
amount with those which were usually granted for 
wounds received in the regular service of her ma- 
jesty? 

Lord J. Russel said that he was not aware of any 
pensions having been grauted to those officers who 
were wounded in the expedition against the Caro- 
line. 

Mr. O’Connell was sorry that bis honorable friend 
(Mr. Hume), had taken such a course, because he, 
(Mr. Q’C.) thought that on this subject, at all 
events, there ought to be unanimity of feeling— 
(hear, hear.) He thought that every exertion 
should be made to have Mr. McLecd saved, as he 
had acted under the command of the officers of her 
majesty’s government, and it was in the strict per- 
formance of kis duty that he had incurred the dan- 
ger with which he was threatened—(hear, hear. ) 
Whether those orders had been right or wrong, this 
government was bound to give him every proiec- 
tion possible—(cheers from all parts of the house). 

Mr. Hume said that the noble lord, (Palmerston), 
had just made a speech in answer to certain ques- 
tions which had been put to him by the noble lord, 
the member for North Lancashire; but he, (Mr. 
Hume), wished to ask the house to suspend their 
opinion upon the subject until they had the whole 
of the papers laid before the house. He bad him- 
self papers in his possession that would explain 
many things connected with this question, and 
which, by-the-bye, were not exactly consistent 
with the statement which had just been made. It 
appeared by the papers which he bad in his pos- 
session, that in January, 1838, a motion was made 
in the house of representatives calling upon the pre- 
sident to place upon the table of the house all the 
papers respecting the Caroline, and all the corres- 
pondence which had passed between the govern- 
inent of the United States ani the British govern- 
ment on the subject of the destruction of the Caro- 
line. 

In consequence of that motion, certain papers 
were laid upon the table, including one from Mr. 
Stevenson, the present minister here from the U. 
States. These were accompanied by a long letter, 
dated the 15th of May, 1838, from that gentlemen, 
and in that letter the burning of the Caroline was 
characterized in very strong language. He also 
stated that agreeably to the orders of the president, 
he had laid before the British government the whole 
of the evidence relating to the subject, which had 
been taken upon the spot, and Mr. Stevenson de- 
nied he had ever been informed that the expedi- 
tion against the Caroline was authorised or sanc- 
tioned by the British government. Now, from May, 
1838, the time when the letter had been written, 
up to this hour, no answer had been given to that 
letter, nor had any satisfaction been given by the 
British government upon this subject. 

In a letter dated from London, the 2d of July, 
Mr. Stevenson stated that he had not received any 
answer upon the subject, and that he did not wish 
to press the subject iurther; but if the government 
of the United States wished him to do so, he prayed 
to be informed of it. By the statement which had 
taken place in the house of congress, it. appeared 
that the government of the United States had been 
ignorant of any information that could lead them to 
suppose that the enterprise against the Caroline 
had been andettaken by the orders of the British 








overninent or by British authority, That he be- 
ieved was the ground upon which Mr. Forsyth 
acted as he had done. « 

He takes his objections, and denies the allegation 
of Mr. Fox, that neither bad he nor her majesty’s 
government made any communication to him, or 
the authorities of the United States, that the Bri- 
tish government had authorised the destruction of 
the Caroline. He, (Mr. Hume), therefore hoped 
that no discussion would take place until all the 
papers connected with the matter were laid before 
the house. He wished to know what the nature 
of those communications was with Mr. Stevenson 
and her majesty’s government which had induced 
him to act as he had done. 

On Tuesday, the 9th instant, the debate was re- 
sumed, and in the course of it lord Palmerston ad- 
mitted that the government approved of the burning 
of the Caroline. The conversation was getting ra- 
ther warm, when sir Robert Peel interposed by a 
motion on the affairs of Persia. 

The English papers are very bitter on this topic, 
and the tories are more insolent than usual. 

The general impression in England, even amongst 
moderate and liberal men, was decidedly against 
us, and so strong does this national feeling appear, 
that 1 believe the government would be warmly 
supported in a war, however contrary it may be to 
the the real interest of Great Britain. However, 
these speculations are idle; it is to be hoped the af- 
fair is already adjusted. 

American stocks, London, Feb. 5. Alabama £ 
sterling fives 78; Indiana fives 67; do. £ sterling, 
75; Lilinois sixes 75; Kentucky do. 84a85; Louisia- 
na £sterling fives 87; Maryland do. do. 82; Massa- 
chusetts fives 863; co. £Lsterling 100; New York 
fives 8540853; Ohio sixes 903a91 ex. div.; Penn- 
sylvania fives 84; South Carolina do. 89490; Ten- 
nessee sixes 81a82; Virginia do. 89a90; New York 
city fives 835. United States bank shares £11 5s. 
a 12a11.10s.; do debenture 100. 


Liverpool cotton market, February 9. In the early 
part of the week there continued a good demand 
both from the trade and speculators, and rather bet- 
ter prices were obtained; but since Tuesday the 
inquiry has been limited, and the market closed 
heavily, our last quotations being barely supported. 
The sales of the week amount to 28,030 bales, (of 
which 6,000 American are on speculation, and 200 
American for export), and comprise 90 Sea Island 
at 153d. to 22d. with 20 stained at 93 to 15d. 6,100 
bowed 63d to 7jd. 1,870 Mobile, Alabama and 
Tennessee 6d. to 734.; 16,240 Orleans 6d. to 72d.; 
318 Pernambuco, Paraiba, &c. 87d. to 9d.5 110 
Bahia and Maceio 84d. to 9d.; 250 Maranham 8d. 
to 74d.; 100 Peruvian 7jd. to 73d.; 130 Laguayra 
74d, to 72d.; 100 Carthagena 51-6d, to 54d.; 86 
Egyptian 94d. to 13d, and 1,850 Surat 43d. to 64d. 
per ib. 


The market bas been rather quiet to-day, the 
sales only amounting to 3,000 bags, including 200 
Bahia at 8d. to 83d.; 80 Maranham 84d. to 83d.; 
100 Egyptian 104d. to 12d.; 20 Carthagena 54d.; 
200 Surats 5d. to 54d.; the remainder American 
6d.to 7d. There is uo change to notice in prices. 
On Saturday 2,000 bags were sold. 

Feb. 9. The sales to-day are, 1,000 bales. 

FRANCE. 

The news from France is not of much interest. 
The works onthe fortifications were carried on 
with great activity, : 

Political circles are much agitated by diplomatic 
notes addressed to the French cabinet by lord Par- 
merston, in which, it is said, a disavowment is in- 
sisted on in strong and unequivocal terms. M, 
Guizot had not replied to these notes, but the com- 
pliance of the French government, from the feel- 
ing of the chambers, and of the public, was con- 
sidered to be entirely out of the question. 


The fortification bill having passed the chamber 
of deputies by a large majority, it was surmised 
there wonld be a split in the cabinet. 

We do not find any important intelligence from 
either Spain, Portugal, or any other of the states of 
Europe. 

CHINA, 

Overland mail from India. By an extraordinary 
express from Marseilles, news was received in 
London on the 6th inst. from China, India and 
Egypt, with dates from Alexandria to Januany 23, 
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Bombay to January Ist, Calcutta to December 16th, 
Macao to Nov. 3d, and Chusan to October 27th. 

The state of affairs in China remain unchanged 
since the last advices; and gloomy apprehensions as 
to the final result of the proposed negotiations were 
entertained. Both in China and India the conduct 
of admiral Elliot is commented upon in the most 
severe terms. 

The negotiation with the emperor of China does 
not appear to have made any progress, nor the ap- 

ae of admiral Elliot to the Chinese capital to 

ave, as yet, produced any other result than the 
dismissal of commissioner Lin from the governor- 
ship of Canton, and@he appointment, as his succes- 
sor, of Ke-shan who is commissioned to settle mat- 
ters, and is supposed to be as much opposed to in- 
tercourse with foreigners as Lin. ; 

Admiral Elliot was still at Chusan, which place 
had been found extremely unhealthy. Out of 3,650 
British troops landed there, only 2,036 were fit for 
duty, chiefly owing to bad diet and want of fresh 
meat. The number of deaths is stated at len per 
day! 

The admiral was expected to leave for Canton 
about the middle of November. The British naval 
furce consisted of twenty sail of pennants, exclusive 
of steamers. 


Memorial of Lin to the emperor. Lin,in a me- 
morial to the emperor, among other things, con- 
fesses his crimes and begs for mercy; at the same 
time he asks the emperor to be firm in the present 
crisis; after suggesting that the Chinese ought to 
build ships after European models, and cast can- 
non, he goes on to say that the English forces at 
Chusan have been so much bewildered and reduced 
by death and sickness, they will soon be obliged to 
evacuate it, and submit. In conclusion, he hints 
at the probability of difficulties between the Eng: 
lish and other nations on account of their interfer- 
ence with the trade of foreign nations, and he con- 
siders this favorable for the Chinese. 


INDIA. 

The intelligence from India is generally pacific, 
and no event had occurred since the Jast dates of 
much political importance. __ 

Afghanistan remained tranquil. The news from 
China and Central Asia was of a satisfactory cha- 
racter. 

EGYPT. 

From Alexandria we have received the confir- 
mation of the news of the arrival of commodcre Na- 
pier, empowered by admiral Stafford to offer the 
original treaty for the pasha’s acceptance, which 
was immediately agreed to. Two days afterwards 
a steamer arrived at Alexandria with Meyloum 
bey and admiral Mather on board, who came to 
claim the fleet, which was formally made over on 
the 11th ult. and finally sailed for Marmoria on the 
21st ult. 

AFRICA. 

The packet barque Hobart, capt. Parsons, arriv- 
ed this morning from Monrovia, whence she sailed 
on the Ist of January, to which date inclusive we 
have letters and papers. 

Capt. Parsons, who is now at our elbow, gives us 
the most flattering account of the health of the in- 
habitants and the general prosperity of the colony. 
The Hobart brings sugar and coffee. Capt. P. says 
that one coffee tree produced 18lbs. while a fair 
crop in the West Indies, we are informed is about 
a pound and a quarter. It is believed that the trees 
in Africa will average 9lbs. [N. Y. Com. Adv. 

We learn from the coast of Africa, that all the 
sjave factories hac been broken up by the British 
cruisers. [Jour. Com. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 

New Grenada. By the brig Marcelina, at New 
York, the editors of the Courier have received the 
following intelligence. The whole country of New 
Grenada is involved in a civil war. Fifteen pro- 
vinces out of twenty have decreed for a federal go- 
vernment, and have collected and sent troops to- 


wards Bogota to compel the central government 


there to come to terms. The government has con- 
centrated all its forces near Bogota, and is deter- 


mined not to yield to the wishes of the revolted 
Gen. Herran is carrying on the opera- 
tions for the government, aided by gen. Thomas 
Gonzales and gen. Carmoma, two generals, Sine- 
vas, col. Gonzales and others for the provinces. 
Panama will separate from the rest of New Gra- 


provinces. 


nada. 
Buenos Ayres. 


[ Balt. American. 


New York Journal of Commerce. 


Lavalle had been again defeatad on the 28th of 


November, by the forces of Oribe, a friend of gen. 
Rosas, having some 1,500 men killed. All his in- 
fantry, artillery, and 90 wagons were lost, and La- 
vaile himself escaped wit 


Buenos Ayres papers to the 18th 
December have been received by the editors of the 


only four companies, 





abandoning the rest of his army, which scarcely 
amounts now to 600 men. 
Another unsuccessful attempt has been made by 
the Brazilian government to compromise matters 
with the insurgents of Rio Grande, who are confi- 
dent in their own strength, and will make no com- 
promise which does not secure them what they call 
their rights. 

WEST INDIES. 
From Mayaguez. A letter dated the 3d of Fe- 
bruary from that place contains the following ad- 
ditional information. 
The entire loss by the fire is estimated to be about 
two and a half millions, and from 20 to 25,000 quin- 
tals of coffee had been consumed. The fear that a{ 
revolt among the slaves might break out, is at pre- 
sent entirely suppressed, the strictest vigilance be- 
ing observed on the part of all the whites, and the 
confusion is not by any means as great at present 
as during the preceding days. The governor ge- 
neral is expected every moment to arrive from the 
capital, and we have strong hopes that he will forth- 
with take steps to relieve in some degree the suf.- 
fering inhabitants of Mayaguez, by abolishing for a 
length of time to come the duties for our port, also 
the assessments, &c. which will facilitate them soon 
to rebuild their houses and to recommence business, | 
in which for the present perfect stagnation is creat- 
ed. Lumber above all will undoubtedly enjoy a 
brisk demand during the year, and we can recom- 
mend our friends to shipments of the same, and 
particularly of p. p. lumber, In the expectation of 
soon being able to give you a more favorable report 
of affairs in general here, and to inform you like- 


wise of the revival of business with us, we reinain, 
&e. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY PRESIDENT VAN BuREN, by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate. Phi- 
lemon Dickerson, to be judge of the United States, 
for the district of New Jersey, in the place of Mah- 
lon Dickerson, resigned. 

Peter V. Daniel, of Virginia, to be one of the as- 
sociate justices of the supreme court of the United 
States, in the place of Philip P. Barbour, deceased. 

John Y. Mason, of Virginia, to be judge of the 
United States, for the eastern district of Virginia, 
in the place of Peter V. Daniel. 

John F. Kackler, to be collector of the customs 
for the district of St. Marks, in the territory of Flo- 
rida, vice Francis S. Beattie, removed. 





THE NEW CABINET. We learn from Washing- 
ton that the nominations of the members of the new 
cabinet, made by president Harrison, tothe U. S. 
senate, have all been confirmed by that body. The 
cabinet therefore is thus composed: 

Secretary of state—DANiEL WessteER, of the 
state of Massachusetts. 

Secretary of the treasury—Tuomas Ewine, of 
the state of Ohio. 

Secretary of war—JoHN BE tL, of the state of 
Tennessee. 

Secretary of the navry—Gerorce E. BapcEer, of 
the state of North Carolina. 

Postmaster general—FRANncis GRANGER, of the 
state of New York. 

Aitorney general—J.J. CT1TTENDEN, ofthe state 
of Kentucky. 

THE INAUGURATION. From the National Intel- 
ligencer. ‘The consummation of the great political 
contest which terminated in the election of gene- 
ral Harrison as president of the United States took 
place yesterday, the glorious fourth of March, by 
the inauguration of the president at the capitol, 
preceded by the installation of the vice president, 
in the presence of an immense multitude of citi- 
zens, who had travelled froin all parts of the union 
to witness the imposing and interesting solernnities 
of the occasion. 

For several days previously, the metropolis of 
the nations had been gradually filling with visiters 
from the more distant states of the union. Yester- 
day and the day previously, the contiguous coun- 
ties of Maryland and Virginia and the city of Bal- 
timore poured in vast multitudes and parties of 
eager citizens, who travelled on in various ways, 
by land and water, on foot, in Carriages, orin boats, 
to witness the inauguration of their beloved chief. 

It cannot reasonably be expected that we shall 
lay before the public a very detailed or accurate 
account of yesterday’s interesting proceedings and 
ceremonies. To satisfy, however, the demand for 
an early notice, we present the following sketches 
of the scenes and incidents of the day: 

The morning. Early in the morning, long be- 


fore sun-rise, the shrill whistle of the cars and the 
trampling of feet along Pennsylvania avenue to- 





: ———— 
that our number of visiters was greatly increas. 
ing, and that the auspicious day of the inaugura- 
tion had arrived. The morning broke somewhat 
cloudily, and the horizon seemed rather to betokey 
snow or rain. Atsun-rise a salute of twenty-six 
guns was fired from the mall, south of their gun 
room, by a party of the Columbia artillerists, act. 
ing under the command of captain Buckingham, 
Soon after the firing of these guns, the entire body 

apparently, of our citizens and numerous visiters, 
roused from their slumbers, thronged the Pennsyl. 
vania avenue and our principal streets, and gave to 
them a very animated and lively appearance; the 
throng continuing to increase until eight o’clock, 
when the various delegations, military companies, 
Tippecanve clubs, associations and citizens asserq- 
bled at their respective posts. 

The procession. Soon after ten o’clock the pro- 
cession moved from the head of Four-and-a-half 
street; when a salute of three guns announced 
their march towards the quarters of the president 
elect. Having there received general Harrison, 
attended by his personal friends, the procession 
moved on from the quarters of the president elect, 
up E street to 11th street, up 11th street to F street, 
up F street to 15th street, down 15th street to Penn- 
sylvania avenue, down Pennsylvania avenue to the 
south gate of the eastern yard of the capitol, ex- 
actly as laid down in the programme. 

Occupying a favorable position in front of 
Brown’s hotel, we noticed the procession as it pass- 
ed along the most public part of Pennsylvania 
avenue to the capitol. The scene was highly in- 
teresting and imposing. The ladies every where, 
from the windows on each side of the avenue, 
waved their handkerchiefs or hands in token of 
their kind feelings, and general Harrison return- 
ed their smiles and greetings with repeated bows. 

The enthusiastic cheers of the citizens who mov- 
ed in the procession were, with equal enthusiasm, 
responded to by thousands of citizen spectators 
who lined Pennsylvania avenue, or appeared at the 
side windows, in the numerous balconies, on the 
tops of houses, or on other elevated stands. At 
the head of the procession was the chief marshal, 
who was mounted ona fine horse, suitably capari- 
soned; as also were his two aids. 

The military portion of the procession was re- 
markably fine and soldier-like. Much of this, no 
doubt, was owing tomajor Fritz, of the Philadel- 
phia National Grays, whose company and excellent 
band of music were objeets of particular notice and 
admiration. The military marched along in the 
following order: 

1. The Potomac Dragoons, commanded by cap- 
tain Mason, a fine body of cavalry, consisting 
chiefly of citizen soldiers from Georgetown. We 
never saw the Potomac Dragoons turn out so well, 
or appear to so great advantage. 

2. The Columbia Artillerists, commanded by 
captain Buckingham. Their revolutionary cos- 
lume, venerable appearance, and precise move- 
ments, as they marched along, with their two 
field pieces, gained them great credit. 

3. The National Greys. of Philadelphia, com- 
manded by major Fritz, a fine body of men, well 
disciplined and soldier-like in all their movements. 

4. The Washington Light Infantry, commanded 
by captain France, a full company, numbering 
about eighty muskets, all well uniformed, and 
showing to more advantage than on any former oc- 
casion. : 

5. The National Blues, commanded by captain 
Middleton, marching well, and also making a sol- 
dier-like appearance. 

After the officers and soldiers who fought under 
general HARRISON came, 

The president elect, mounted on a white charger, 
and accompanied by his suite of personal friends. 

On his right were seven citizen marshals; on his 
left were the marshal of the District of Columbia 
and his four aids, 

Then followed, inthe order of the programme, 
the delegates of the young men’s convention, held 
at Baltimore, May 4, 1840. The delegates bore 
along with them in the procession some very hand- 
some banners; as did also the citizens of each state 
and territory, as they appeared with the respective 
Tippecanoe clubs and associations. Among the 
banners which seemed to attract very particular 
notice was a very large one from Cayuga county, 
New York, representing gen. Harrison in mili- 
tary costune on horseback. Several other very 
handsome banners, having patriotic and suitable 
mottoes, appeared with the South Carolina and 
Alabama delegations, and with the delegation from 
Prince George’s county, Maryland. From the lat- 
ter county the delegation was very numerous and 
spirited. Besides their handsome and appropriate 
} banner, there was exhibited a vehicle drawn by 8!* 





wards the hotels and boarding houses, gave notice 


splendid white horses, all suitable caparisoned, 
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and bearing bells, containing weaving apparatus, 
&c. with the operatives working therewith as they 
moved in the procession. This curious and inte- 
resting machinery, which was furnished and direct- 
ed by Mr. Capron, of the Laurel Factory, Mar land, 
attracted unusual notice. Along with the Prince 
George’s delegation was also seen a large log cabin, 
(the emblem of a sturdy yeomanry), drawn by 
horses; the sides of the cabin had suitable mottoes 
and inscriptions. On its roof were numerous white 
flags, bearing the names of the several states that 
yoted in favor of gen. HaRRISoN. 

The Virginia delegations were also remarkable 
for their numbers, fine appearance, and handsome 
banners. The delegation from Loudon county had 
a good band of music with them. The delegation 
from Winchester was very numerous, and had also 
a band of music. 

The corporations of Washington and Georgetown, 
the Tippecanoe clubs, and the citizens of both 

laces, turned out in great numbers and with suita- 

le distinctions, banners and mottoes. Not the least 
interesting part of the procession from Georgetown 
was the long line of Georgetown college students, 
who appeared in the college uniform, with their 
faculty, bearing a handsome white silk banner, rep- 
resenting, with various mottoes, a golden eagle 
with extended wings. 

Approaching the capilol. The approaches to the 
capitol presented a scene to gratify the eye of a 
paluter, while it swelled the patriot’s heart. The 
thronging crowds, the groups, the solitary foot-pas- 
senger—and then the stately coach, with its freight 
of fashion and beauty—all eager, all animated, all in 
conversation, and some in song—all pressing on- 
ward toward one central point, told of the deep, the 
universal, the heart-stirring interest felt by the peo- 

le in THE PEOPLE’S FRIEND. Here might be 
seen a little fellow of seven or eight, his chubby 
cheeks rosy with joy, his bright eye sparkling with 
the bustle and gladness of so novel a scene, waiv- 
ing proudly over liis head a little banner, purchased 
probadly by the savings of his pocket money for 
many days, on which, as the wind sported with it, 
was turned out to view a “log cabin,”’ or the ‘thero 
of Tippecanoe.” There was a group of black la- 
borers, tricked out in all their Sunday finery, with 
saucer eyes, staring atthe bright figures which pas- 
sed them, or gazing at the horse of some young ap- 
prentice, carrioling along the avenue, at once tothe 
glory and manifest danger of his rider. There 
hurried along a marshal of the day, with his rose 
of purple, and his yellow scarf, conscious apparent- 
ly, of the dignity of his station. Here strode on 
some military officer, glittering in blue and gold, 
and feeling all the prouder to think that a soldier, 
as well as a patriot, was to-day to assume the su- 
preme seat of dignity in the republic. The ladies, 
too, (God bless them)! the ladies shared, fully, in 
the excitement of the hour: their eyes glancing, 
their cheeks glowing, and their tongues (for ladies 
have such things), were in rapid and harmonious 
motion. Every thing was in its best bib and tucker. 
Every thing you met, every thing you saw, seemed 
loery out, **this is the long-waited, the long- wished- 
forday of THE INAUGURATION!” 

Al the capitol. In the senate chamber, though 
reserved for the privileged persons, there was a 
crowd at an early hour. Long, long before any thing 
official was to be seen or heard, the ladies’ circular 
gallery on the one hand, and the gentlemen’s gallery 
onthe other, were filled to overflowing. What eager 
looks, what rich and lustrous shawls, what waiving 
handkerchiefs, what fluttering favs were there to 
beseen! Nods of recognition, smiles of pleasure, 
peering looks of eager curiusily every where met 
the eye. When some full uniformed officer of the 
army or navy entered the hall, with his straw color- 
ed plumes and his massive epauleties, what a 
craning out of snowy necks, what an exchange of 
Inquiries, what looks of awakened interest pervad- 
ed the circle! Scorr and Garnes, Macoms and 
Jones and Woot, presented a brilliant group, cal- 
Ing up associations connected with our past days 
of triumph; while un the opposite side might be 
seen a civil group of no less interest, embracing 
the hominated members of the new cabinet, in- 
spiring auguries not less cheering of future prospe- 
nity and glory. 

he senate (convened by the president in extra 
Session) having been called to order by the secreta- 
Ty, the oath of office was, by order of the senate 
administered by Mr. Cray to Mr. Kina, of Alaba- 
a, (on his re-election for a new term), who was 
then unanimously re-elected president pro fémpore 
of that body. 


wae Kine thereupon took the chair of the se- 
e. ve 

: The prenomatic corres now entered “tt hall, 
nd assumed the seats provided for they in front, | 





an! on the Teft of the chair. A mest brAtfant ap- 


pearance they made, decorated, as they were, not 
only with the insignia of their various orders, but 
half covered with the richest einbroidery in silver 
and in gold. Had this group of distinguished per- 
sonages, however, been stripped of all external de- 
signations, the eye of the most casual observer could 
not have failed instantly to recognise the marked 
difference which distinguished them from us, as fo- 
reigners. CwviEeR might, very possibly, have told, 
from their heads alone, the different nations from 
which they came. 

On the opposite side of the chair appeared, soon 
alter, in the strongest contrast, the array of the 
judges of the supreme court, in their black robes, 
with their grave, intellectual, reflecting counte- 
nances. There was a simple, quiet, unpretending 
air about this body of highly dignified men to which 
outward adornments would have added nothing but 
an alloy. 

The late vicE PRESIDENT and the VICE PREsI- 
DENT elect became the next objects of notice,— 
Tiey advanced together to the steps of the presi- 
dent’s chair, when Mr. Tyrer, having been pre- 
sented to the presiding officer, took the oath of 
office, and then ascending to the chair, which had 
been vacated for his reception by Mr. Kine, deli- 
vered, with much grace, dignity and self-posses- 
sion, an address to the senate of moderate length, 
marked by modesty, propriety and sound sense; a 
copy of which will be found in another part of this 
paper. 

The new senators were then successively sworn 
in, and took their seats. 

At twenty minutes past 12 o’clock, the warning 
note was heard from the table of the VICE PRESI- 
DENT, when gen. Harrison entered and took the 
seat prepared for him in front of the secretary’s ta- 
ble. He looked cheerful but composed: his bodily 
health was manifestly perfect: there was an alert- 
ness in his movement which is quite astonishing, 
considering his advanced age, the multiplied hard- 
ships through which his frame has passed, and the 
fatigues he has lately undergone. 

After he had retained his seat for a few minutes, 
preparations were made for forming the line of 
procession to the platform prepared for the cere- 
mony of the inauguration, erected over the front 
steps of the portico of the east front of the capitol. 
The procession was in the prescribed order, as 
yesterday announced by authority of the committee 
of the senate. 

It was not without great difficulty and very se- 
vere pressure that the body of citizens who follow- 
ed and accompanied this train passed out of the 
east door of the rotunda; and the inadequate and 
disproportionate size of that entrance (always a 
defect at least, if not a deformity) was never more 
sensibly manifested. Some ladies suffered severely 
in the pressure of the crowd, but no serious acci- 
dent is known to have occurred. 

On the platform, seats had been provided for the 
PRESIDENT and the CHIEF JUSTICE, who were 
placed immediately in front. On their right, seats 
were assigned to the diplomatic corps. Behind sat 
members of both houses of congress, officers of the 
army and navy, and many distinguished characters 
now assembled in the city, intermingled with a 
great company of ladies, who occupied not only 
the steps in the rear of the platform, but both the 
broad abutments of stone which support the steps 
on either side. Temporary balustrades had been 
placed around those exposed spaces, without which 
they would have been a very unsafe station, more 
especially for females. 

But the sight which attracted and arrested and 
filled the eye of ail those who were fortunate 
enough to get a favorable post of observation from 
which to witness the scene was THE PEOPLE. 
There they stood, and had stood for hours, in a so- 
lid, dense mass, variously estimated to contain (in 
the space before the capitol aiid extending back 
some distance into the open square) from thirty to 
fifty, and even sixty thousand. Happy was the 
man who could climb upon railing, or post, or pil- 
lar, to obtain a better sight of the expected object. 
All such places were filled, piled up, with clinging 
occupants; some ascended the trees in the square, 
whose branches, in their present denuded condition, 
afforded an unobstructed prospect. On the verge 
of the crowd were drawn up carriages, filled with 
the gentler sex: while here and there peered up a 
standard bearing a pacific banner, or the stand of 
colors of some volunteer coinpany. : 

While patiently waiting for the arrival of the 
president, this mass of heads resembled some placid 
lake, not in a perfect calm, but gently aes by a 
passing breeze, its waters in perpetual but gentle 
motion; but the instant he was seen advancing from 
the capitol, it suddenly resembled that same lake 
whena blast from the mountain has descended 





“lifted up its hands on high.”’ A deafening shout 
went up from the glad hearts and exulting voices of 
an emancipated people. It sung welcome to the 
MAN whom the Prope delight to honor, and must 
have met, with overwhelming power, the throb- 
bings of his own bosom. 

When the uproar had subsided, it was succeeded 
by the deep stillness of expectation, and the new 
president forthwith proceeded to read, in accents 
loud and clear, his address to the nation. Of the 
character of this paper we forbear now to speak, 
reserving what we have to say respecting it 
to a more leisure moment. In its delivery, the 
voice of general Harrrson never flagged, but to 
the end retained its full and commanding tone. As 
he touched on successive topics lying near the 
heart of the people, their sympathy with his senti- 
ments was manifested by shouts which broke forth 
involuntarily from time to time; and, when the 
reading of the address was concluded, they were re- 
newed and prolonged without restraint. 

Previous to delivering the closing sentences of 
the address, the oath of office, tendered by the 
CHIEF JUSTICE, was taken by the PRESIDENT, in 
tones loud, distinct and solemn, manifesting a due 
and a deep impression of the importance of the act: 
after which, the pRestDENT pronounced the re- 
maining passage of his address, 

The pealing cannon then announced to the coun- 
try that it had anew CHIEF MAGISTRATE. The 
procession was again formed; and, setting out from 
the capitol, proceeded along Pennsylvania avenue 
to the mansion of the president, cheered throughout 
the whole route as gen. Harrison passed, by the 
immense crowds on foot which lined the avenue, 
aud the hardly less numerous assembly.of females 
who filled the doors and windows along the whole 
route. 

At the president’s house. Nearly the whole throng 
of visiters accompanied the FRESIDENT to his new 
abode, and as many as possible entered and paid 
their personal respects to him. The whole build- 
ing, however, could hardly contain a fortieth part 
of them; so that very many were unable to obtain 
admission at all, A popular president will on such 
an occasion always be surrounded by more friends 
than it is possible for him to receive and recognise 
otherwise than in masses. 

The close of the day was marked by the repeti- 
tion of salutes from the artillery, the whole city be- 
ing yet alive with a population of strangers and 
residents, whom the mildness of the season invited 
into the open air. 

In the evening the several ball rooms and places 
of amusement were filled with crowds of gentle- 
men and ladies attracted to this city by the novelty 
and interest of the great occasion. In the course 
of the evening, the president of the U. States paid 
a short visit to each of the assemblies held in honor 
of the inauguration, and was received with the 
warmest demonstrations of attachment and respect. 

The end of the day was marked, as its progress 
from the early morning hour had been, by quiet 
and order, not only remarkable but astonishing, 
considering the vast crowd of persons, the excite- 
ment of the occasion, and the temptations which it 
offered to undue exhilaration. No accident or in- 
cident whatever occured, so far as we have heard, 
to leave a pain or pang behind it, or to mar the gra- 
tification of the multitude of those who rejoiced in 
their hearts that they had lived long enough to see 
this day. 





VicE PRESIDENT Tyrer. Inthe U.S. senate, 
on the 4th instant, the vice PRESIDENT of the Unit- 
ed States having taken the oath of office, and assum- 
ed his place as president of the senate, delivered the 
following address: 

Senators: Called by the people of the United 
States to preside over your deliberations, I cannot 
withhold the expression of the high estimate I 
place on the honor which they have conferred upon 
me. ‘To occupy the seat which has been filled and 
adorned—to say nothing of my more immediate pre- 
decessors—by an Adams, a Jefferson, a Gerry, a 
Clinton, and a Tompkins—names that, although 
belonging to the dead, still live in .the recollection 
of a grateful country—is an honor of which any 
may would have just cause to be proud. But this 
honor is greatly augmented by the consideration of 
the true character of this body—by the high order 
of moral and intellectual power which has distin- 
guished it in all past time, and which still distin. 
guishes it—by the dignity which has, for the most 

art marked its proceedings, and, above all, by the 
important duties which have devolved upon it un- 
der the constitution. Here are to be found the im- 
mediate representatives of the states, by whose 
sovereign will the government has been spoken into 
existence. Here exists that perfect equality among 


upun it, thrown it info tumultuous agitation, and! the members of this confederacy which gives to the 
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smallest state. in the union a voice aa potential as 
that of the largest. 

To this body is committed, in an eminent degree, 
the trust of guarding and protecting the institutions 
handed down to us from our fathers, as well against 
the waves of popular and rash impulses on the one 
hand, as against attempts at executive encroach- 
ment on the other. Itiay properly be regarded as 
holding the balance in which are weighed the pow- 
ers conceded to this government, iis the rights re- 
served to the states and to the people. It is its pro- 
vince to concede what has been granted—to with- 
hold what has been denied—thus, in all its features, 
exhibiting a true type of the glorious confederacy 
under which it isour happiness to live. Shouldthe 
spirit of faction—that destructive spirit which reck. 
lessly walks over prostrate rights, and, tramples 
laws and constitutions in the dust—ever find an 
abiding place within this hall, then indeed will a 
seutence of ccndemnation be issued against the 
peace and happiness of this people, and their poli- 
tical institutions be made to topple to their founda- 
tions. But while this body shall continue to be 
what, by its framers, it was designed to be, delibera- 
tive in its character, unbiased in its course, and in- 
dependent in its action, then may liberty be re- 
garded as entrenched ia safety behind the sacred 
ramparts of the constitution. 

While I occupy this chair, senators, { shall have 
frequent occasion to invoke your indulgence for ny 
defects, and your charity for my errors. I am but 
little skilled in parliamentary law, and have been 
unused to reall over deliberative assemblies. All 
that I can urge in excuse of my defects is, that I 
bring with me tothis chair an earnest wish to dis- 
charge properly its duties, and a fixed determina- 
tion to preside over your deliberations with entire 
impartiality. 

DreLromATic courtesy. On the 27th ult. at 3 
o’clock, p.m. in accordance with previous arrange- 
ment, the members of the diplomatic corps accre- 
dited to the government of the United States, wait- 
ed upon the president to present their united and 
official respects, on his approaching retirement from 
office. 

Mr. Fox, as the senior of the diplomatic body, de- 
livered an address in their name to the president, 
which, with the reply, we publish below. 

{ Globe. 
Mr. Fox’s address. 

Sir: I have have the honor to address you in the 
name of the diplomatic body accredited to the U. 
States of America. We are anxious, sir, to ex- 
press to you the high respect aud esteem which we 
entertain for your character, as wellas the gratitude 
that we feel personally for the kindness and courtesy 
we have always received at your hands. We shall 
all remember with satisfaction the period during 
which our respective public duties have placed us 
in communication with your government; and in 
now taking leave of you officially, we beg to be al- 
lowed to assure you of the sincere interest we shall 


ever feel for the continued welfare and happiness of 


yourself and of your family. 
The president’s reply. 

I reciprocate, sir, cordially, the expressions of the 
respect and esteem which you have made to me in 
behalf of the members of the diplomatic body ac- 
credited to this government, 

I would have regretted deeply the occurrence of 
a single circumstance in our official intercourse 
to interrupt those relations of mutual respect and 
personal kindness, the maintenance of which be- 
tween public functionaries is always agreeable, 
and which seldom fails to exercise a salutary in- 
fluence upon the transaction of public business. 
Your obliging expressions have satisfied me that 
my utmost wishes in this regard have been fully 
realized, and I derive great pleasure from the con- 
viction. 

The members of the diplomatic body will please 
accept my grateful acknowledgments for the in- 


terest they take in the future pape tness of myself 


and family; and I beg them to be assured that I 
will always cherish a lively solicitude for their in- 
dividual welfare, and for the welfare of those whose 
happiness is deperident upon theirs. 





PRESENTATION OF FOREIGN MINISTERS. The 
members of the diplomatic body, now in Washing- 
ton, and accredited to the government of the U. 
States, were received by the president on the 9th 
inst. at 2 o’elock. Mr. Fox, the British minister, on 
being presented by the secretary of state, made to 
the president the following address: 

Sir: I have the honor to address you in the name 
of the diplomatic body accredited to the United 
States of America. We hasten, sir, tocongratulate 
you upon your accession to the high office of pre- 
sitient of this republic, which the confidence of your 





fellow citizens has-conferrec upon you. We speak 
the true sentiments of our respective govern- 
ments and countries, in offering this testimony of 
regard and respect for your person and for your sta- 
tion. We rejoice, sir, to have heard from. your 
own lips, in your inaugural address, the declaration 
of a virtuous desire to promote the relations of na- 
tional friendship and peace between the United 
States and foreign powers; and we are happy to re- 
cognise, in your personal character and qualities, 
the strongest assurance that the efforts of your go- 
vernment will be faithfully directed to accomplish so 
wise and noble a purpose. 

To this address the president of the United States 
made the following reply: 

Sir: I receive with great pleasure the congratu- 
lations you have been pleased to offer me. in the 
name of the distinguished diplomatic body now pre- 
sent, the representatives of the most powerful and 
polished nations with whom the republic which has 
honored me with the office of its chief magistrate 
has the most intimate relations—relations which I 
trust no sinister event will, for ages, interrupt. 

The sentiments contained in my late address to 
my fellow citizens, and to which you “have been 
pleased to advert, are those which will continue to 
govern my conduct through the whole course of my 
administration. Lately one of the people, the un- 
disputed sovereigns of the country, and coming im- 
mediately from amongst them, I am enabled, with 
confidence, to say that in thus acting I shall be sus- 
tained by their undivided approbation. 

I beg leave to add, sir, that both from duty and 
inclination I shall omit nothing in my power to con- 
tribute to your own personal happiness and that of 
the friends whom, on this occasion, you represent, 
as lony as you may continue amongst us, 

The other ministers, with their secretaries, and 
the persons attached to their respective missions, 
were then successively presented to the president. 
The minister of Russia, we learn, was prevented 
from being present, by indisposition, which, we are 
happy to be able to say, is not serious. 





Cortecror oF N. Yorx. The National Intel- 
ligencer states that in the senate on the 27th ult. in 
executive session, a new collector was nominated 
and appointed for the city and district of New 
York. It appears that Jesse Hoyt, esq. resigned, 
and that John J. Morgan, esq. was, on Saturday, 
nominated and confirmed in his stead. [Mr. Mor- 
gan is a gentleman of highly respectable character, 
well known here from his having servéd at two 
different periods, at Jong intervals, as a member of 
congress from the city of New York]. The fol- 
lowing article in the N, York Times, of Friday 
last, may, perhaps, explain some of the causes of 
this extraordinary movement: 

“The collector. ‘There have been whispers in 
Wall street for some days past of a defalcation in 
the custom house. Whether the circumstances 
warrant the use of the word defalcation, we cannot 
say; but certain it is that Mr. Hoyt, the collector, 
retains in his hands a large amount of money, the 
produce of seizures and of fees, which he refuses 
to place to the credit of the government. A cor- 
respondence is said to have taken place between 
the collector and the president, the result of which is 
understood to be a determination on the part of 
Mr. Hoyt to resign. 

‘The grounds upon which Mr. Hoyt reserves the 
money in question are variously stated. We be- 
lieve, however, that he claims a portion of it for 
extra services, and as fees properly accruing to the 
cullector, under unrepealed portions of the revenue 
law of 1796, and another portion as a fund to pro- 
tect himself against Joss in case certain seizures, 
made on behalf of the government, should be de- 
cided to be illegal. The sum total retained by Mr. 
Hoyt amounts, if we are correctly informed, to 
about two hundred thousand dollars.”? 

We have reason to know, says the N. Y. Ame- 
rican, that there is a misunderstanding between the 
collector of this port and the accounting officers of 
the treasury—as to certain charges made by the 
former in his accounts. 

‘The amount in dispute is about forty-one thou- 
sand dollars—a portion of which has actually been 
distributed to other officers entitled to their shares 
of forfeitures. 

The collector contends that the usage of the 
treasury and the law are in his favor: the account- 
ing officers, stimulated to unwonted zeal by the ex- 
hibition of former remissness in the Swartwout 
case—insist upon a different construction. Hence 
the difficulty. There is no pretence of defaleation, 
but the collector wisely and justly retains the mo- 
ney, subject to judicial decision, 

The New York Standard contains a correspon. 
dence between Jesse Hoyt, esq. collector of the 
port, and the hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the 











treasury, from which it appears that the 
amount in dispute between the government 
the collector is $43,369 04. 

From. this sum certain deductions have bee, 
made, leaving a nett amount of $30,519 83, (, 
which a suit has been commenced against Mr. Hoyt 
by order of the government. 

We publish three of the letters which will ex. 
plain the whole matter,.so far as it is explained by 
this correspondence. 

U. S. district attorney’s office, N. York, Feb. 25, 184 

Sir: In connection with the suit commence, 
against you and your sureties, by the United States 
on your official bond, and of which you have doubt. 
less received notice by the service of the proces. 
issued therein. I have been instructed by the go. 
licitor of the treasury, pursuant to the special qj. 
rection of the president to the secretary of the trea. 
sury, to require you either to pay into court or to 
place in some safe deposite in trust, to abide tie 
event of the suit, the amount of the disputed 
charges in your accounts, as lately audited by the 
accounting officers; this requisition, however, not 
extending to certain disputed duties on forfeited 
goods, nor to the item of $1,350 90, for official ex. 
penses of markers. 

The gross amount of the disputed items in your 
accounts, as stated in the documents received } 
me from the departinent, is $43,369 04 

From this sum deduct 
1. Amount of disputed du- 

ties on forfeited goods, as 

also appears from those 


rOgg 
and 


documents, $11,498 31 
2. Official expenses of mar- 
kers, 1,350. 90 





— $12,849 21 
$50,519 83 
And the balance, thirty thousand, five hundred 

and nineteen dollars and eighty-three cents, is the 

sum which I am instructed to require you to pay 
into court, or deposite in trust as above mentioned. 

This requisition I now make; and beg leave to ask 

to it you: immediate attention. 

Be pleased to acknowledge the receipt of this 
letter—and to inform me whether the reguisition it 
contains will be complied with, and if so, which of 
the forms suggested, you propose to adopt. Iam, 
very respectfully, your obedient servanf, 

Signed, B.F. Burren, U. S. district attorney. 
To Jesse Hoyt, collector of the port of N. York. 

Custom house, New York, Feb. 26th, 1841. 

Sir: Your letter of the 25th instant came to me 
at so late an hour of the day, that I had not the op- 
portunity to reply to it then; nor have [I had the 
leisure to do so till this moment. Yon state sub- 
stantially that, ‘in connection with the suit com- 
menced against me and my sureties by the United 
States on iy official bond, and of which I had 
doubtless received notice, by the service of the 
process issued, that you had been instructed, by 
the special direction of the president to the secre- 
tary of the treasury, to require me either to pay 
into court, or to place in some safe deposite in 
trust, to abide the event of the suit, the amount of 
disputed charges in my accounts, as lately audited 
by the accounting officers.” The amount of the 
deposite required, you also state to be $50,519 88. 

In reply to this requisition, I have to say: 

1. The suit yon refer to was commenced on Sa- 
turday, the 20th instant,of which I bad notice from 
the marshal, as had also most of my sureties on the 
bond. I need not say with what surprise that no- 
tice came to me, for you will probably appreciate 
it, when I inform you that my correspondence wilh 
the freasury department had not closed, when the 
process was delivered to the marshal; and [ should 
not, but for that proceeding, consider it now closed. 
It is then quite apparent that, by the legal proceed- 
ing referred to, all the mischief has been done me, 
that the nature of the case was susceptible of pro- 
ducing. 

2. It was five days after the commencement of 
the suit against my sureties, that you called upon 
me to deposite the sum referred to, without ex- 
plaining to me the motive for such a request. 

If the proposition had been submitted, before the 
commencement of the suit against the sureties, (0 
make the deposite for the eventual security of the 
United States and such suit had it been confined, 
in case of the deposite, to me alone, with the view 
of testing the legality of my claim, considerations 
would then have entered into the question whic! 
cannot now arise. 

3. As the object of calling for a deposite, could in 
any view ican take of the case, have only been for 
the security of the United Stafés, and as they had, 
before waking such a call, very unexpectedly (0 
me, broken,pff the correspondence, and elected to 
resort to thr legal rights against me and the sure’ 
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ties, the perfect responsibility of whom to meet the 
consequences cannot be deubted, I think I ought 
io leave the matter in the position the United States 
nave chosen to’put it. By which f mean, that, un- 
der the views 1 take of the subject, I decline mak- 
ing the deposite. Very respectfully, 

“s (Signed ) J. Hoyt, collector. 
1» B. F. Buller, esq. U. 8. district attorney, N. Y. 

Treasury department, 27th Feb. 1841. 
Sir: I am instructed by the president to inform 
ou that he has accepted your resignation of the 
office of collector—to take effect agreeable to its 
tenor, on your being duly notified of the appoint- 
ment of your successor. 

The notice wiil be given to you by that succes- 
sor, soon as he is appointed and ready to enter on 
the duties of the office. Respectfully, 

| (Signed) Levi Woopsury, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Jesse Hoyt, esq. collector of New York. 





ARMY. 

One hundred and eighteen recruits sailed from N. 
York for Savannah a few days since, under the com- 
mand of lieut. William Mock, intended as a rein- 
forcement of the 7th regiment of infantry in Flo- 
rida. 

Florida. The Savannah Republican of the 7th 
instant supplies the following intelligence, in a let- 


ter dated: 
Fort Russell, E. F. March 2d, 1841. 

Genilemen: I hasten to inform you ere the ex- 
ress starts for Pilatka, of the re-appearance of the 
fidians this evening at Orange Creek, within three 
miles of this fort. Lieutenant Albertis, of the 2d 
regiment of infantry, who was detached from fort 
Russel] some few days since to garrison fort Brooke, 
about five miles distant, was startled about eleven 
o’clock this morning by hearing the wild cry of the 
Indian bandits in the direction of fort Russell. 
Taking with him twenty-four men of his small 
command, lieut. A. immediately left fort Brooke, 
and following the direction of the cries, encounter- 
ed the Indians in force at Orange Creek hammock, 


the Indians, lieutenant Albertis opened a heavy fire 
upon them, which continued for an hour; but as the 
Indian force continued to increase, numbering about 
one hundred, and lieutenant Albertis having fired 
away all his ammunition, he was compelled to re- 
treat back to fort Brooke, bearing with him five ot 
his men severely wounded. Having deposited the 
wounded in a block house, together with the females 
of the post, and established a guard with orders to 
fight or die should the post be attacked during his 
absence, lieutenant Albertis again issued forth ac- 
companied by only seventeen men, with the deter- 
intnation to cut his way through the Indians in order 
to communicate with capt. Barnuin, the commander 
of fort Russell. 

3 On arriving once more at Orange creek, the In- 
clans emerged fiom the hammock and offered lieut. 





Albertis battle,in the broad pine barren. That offi- | 
cer, with bravery almost unparallelled, with only se- | 
venteen men, again fought the enemy nearly an 
hour, and at times, although hemmed in by him, 
wie his way through the whole force of Alex. 

ustenuggee to the post of Fort Russell, losing 
along the gauntlet of fire only one man. The com. 
Handing officer of Fort Russell immediately left in 
pursuit of the enemy. Our wagons have’ already 
brought into Fort Russell, 2 killed—1 corporal and 
1 private—6 wounded—1 sergeant, 1 corporal and 
4 privates—and 1 is missing. 

Killed—Corporal Lang, company G, 2d infantry; 
Private Hook, company H, 2d infantry. 

Wounded—Norman Luke, orderly sergeant, com- 
ey K, 2d infantry; corporal Hanford, company 
2 Privates Holes, company K; Newton, do.; 

owden, do; McQuilling, do. 

Missing— Private Merrick. 
tha tos of the enemy cannot be ascertained, as 
‘nd idlan warriors were seen to drag off their dead 
" Alcon as fast as they fell. Yet my word for 
wis ‘ex. Tustenuggee at the head of his hundred 
““'Tlors, while contemplating his siain, cherishes 
ct this moment feelings most bitter against lieut. Al- 
ertis and his “seventeer. men.’’ 
di -S. No Indian news from Tampa. The In- 
“a8 Come in have not yet gone west. 


Pr THE NAVY. 

The ie by and with the consent of the senate. 

Medi ol lowing named passed midshipmen to be 

] My Robert E. Hooe, from 17th Dec. 1840. 

Willi. I. Lockert, from 21st December, 1810.— 

we T. Muse, from 29th December, 1840. 

Her - H. Brown, Charles Steedman, William L. 

haon, John P. Parker, John F.Borden, James 





iden, jr. Augustus L. Case, Roger Perry, James 


W. Revere, Alexander M. Pennock. B. S. B. Dar- 
lington, George F. Emmons, Edward Middleton, 
Montgomery Lewis, George M. White, William S. 
Swann, Thomas T. Hunter, A. A. Holcomb, Guest 
H. Scott, Richard Forrest, Levin Handy, David 
McDougal, Charles F, McIntosh, James W. Cooke, 
C.F. M. Spotswood, Henry C. Plage Daniel F. 
Dulany, George IL. Selden, William H. Ball, John 
F. Mercer, James E. Brown, Cnarles C. Barton, 
John J. B. Walbach, Oliver H. Perry, Charles W. 
Morris, Joshua Humphreys, Richard Backe, jr. 
Francis E. Barry, John B. Dale, Stephen Decatur, 
from the ~ February, 1841. 

National courtesy. Captain Wilson, of the Bri- 
tish brig Woodbine, at Halifax 24th ult. fifty days 
from Annatto bay, via Matanzas, reports that he 
spoke, 10th ult. off the Isle of Pines, American fri- 
ny Macedonian, captain Wilkinson, from Norfolk, 
or Pensacola, who, seeing the Woodbine’s crew in 
such sickness, put three men on board, and kept in 
company fivé days —during which time the surgeon 
of the frigate was frequently sent on board. 

Materials. It is stated that we have at the various 
navy yards throughout the country, materials for 
building 26 sail of the line, 40 frigates, and a num- 
ber of steamers. 

The United States ship Marion was afloat and 
perfectly free from water at Rio Janerio on the 22d 
December. 

Seamen of the Delaware. The ship John Hale 
from Boston, arrived here on Saturday, with a draft 
of 240 seamen, under the command of lieuts. Bruce 
and Deas, for the United States ship Delaware; and 
about 30 more arrived on the same day, in charge 
of lieut. McKean, from Philadelphia, via Baltimore, 
in the steamer Pocahontas. Norfolk Herald. 

The steamer Missouri. The United States steam 
frigate Missouri, building at the Brooklyn navy 
yard, will be ready for service about the first of 
July. We understand that herarmament will con- 
sist ofeight ten inch Paixhan guns, two of which are 
to be placed on swivel carriages on the forecastle. 
These destructive guns are considered as effective 
as a full battery of the largest calibre. Herrigging, 
spars, &e. &c. will soon be ready to be placed on 
board, and in early summer we may see her making 
her experimental trip. The engines, which are 
building at Cold Spring, are nearly completed, and 
will be brought down as soon as the state of the 
navigation will permit. [N. Y. Standard. 

U. S. frigate Potomac on shore. According to the 
New York Journal of Commerce, letters from Rio 
de Janeiro of 5th January, state that the U. States 
frigate Potomac was on shore in the River Plate, 
and some fears were entertained that she could not 
be got off. Rumors were afloat that she had 12 feet 
water in her hold. , 

Letters of the 8th say the accounts relative to 
the Potomac had been somewhat exaggerated—she 
was still on shore, and had a pilot on beard when 
the accident happened. 

Later. A \etter from the U. 8S. consul at Monte- 
video, of December 30, states that vessels. were 
sent to her relief from Buenos Ayres and Monte- 
video, on board of which all the heavy articles were 
placed, and that on the 24th she was got off «with- 
out having sustained the slightest injury.” 

The U. 8. ship Cyane, arrived at Cadiz December 
25th from Mahon, and sailed again on the 30th, 

Capt. Morgan took command of the navy yard at 
Charlestown, on Friday last, and was received -with 
the customary salute. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
MAINE. 

The legislature has instructed the hon. L. Wil- 
liams to vote for the repeal of the sub-treasury; for 
a national bank, for such a revision of the tariff as 
shall furnish a revenue equal to the expenditures 
of the government, and aflord protection to Aineri- 
can industry, and for an equal distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands among the states. 

Special election. Gov. Kent, of Maine, has ap- 
pointed the third Monday in March as the day for a 
special election of a member of congress from the 
Kennebec district, in place of the hon. Geo. Evans, 
elected United States senator. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Education. In the course of a speech in the 
house of representatives on the 28th ult. upon the 
subject of a reform in the post office department, 
Mr. Pierce took occasion to refer to the literary 
character of the state he in part represents, 1p the 
following terms: 

Mr. P. said he had no intention whatever to re- 
flect on the course of any gentleman. It was not 
for him to dictate; bat when he was importuned 
from day to day respecting measures in which the 
people who he had the honor in part to represent 
were deeply interested—when they were continu- 
ally asking him why the poet office reform was not 











effected—why their’ private claims were not consi- 
dered, he chose to state the true and only reason— 
one which no gentieman here could gainsay or con- 
trovert. 

His people were not a complaining people; but 
they knew what was just and reasonable, ‘and they 
usually insisted upon it. He would say a word 
with regard to New Hampshire, not in a spirit of 
boasting, but to silence the scoffs and taunts of 
weak men and wicked men—of buffoons and petty 
politicians, whose jests and slanders had found their 
way into the partisan press under the caption of the 
“dark corners.” ‘That which had drawn upon her 
reproach was precisely the distinguishing charac- 
teristic of which every son worthy of the soil that 
gave him birth should be most proud—the sturdi- 
ness and inflexibility with which she had adhered 
to her political principles. In war, she had sent 
forth from her thousand bills vastly more than her 
proportion of men, with strong hands and stout 
hearts, to do battle for the common-country; and, 
as their blood upon many a well-fought field; both 
in the revolution and the late war, would testify, 
they had not disgraced the land of their nativity.— 
In peace, she called her sons to the ballot-box to 
stamp the seal of her reprobation upon the misera- 
ble mummery of electioneering shows, and to smile 
back defiance upon any appeals imade to them not 
supported by truth and reason. 

‘The dark corners!”? She obnoxious to the charge 
of darkness and ignorance! He would not ask gen- 
tlemen to look at the number and condition of her 
literary institutions of the highest class—at her 
sixty-three academies, in which the languages and 
the higher branches of education were taught, with 
nearly six thousand scholars—at her two thousand 
common schools, all supported at the public ex- 
pense, with more than eighty-one thousand pupils 
—at the circumstance that the means of education 
was brought, as it were, to every inan’s door—there 
being a place of public education to every one hun- 
dred and thirty inhabitants; but he would state a 
single fact, ascertained by the late census—it was 
this: that, with a population of 284,481 souls, there 
were only 927 persons over 20 years of age, foreign- 
ers included, within the limits of the state, who 
could not both read and write; and om that fact 
alone he wouid bold her up in the sunlight of her 
intelligence. He instituted no comparisons, but he 
might safely challenge them from others. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Paupers. The secretary of the commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, has laid before the legislature an 
abstract of the returns of the overseer of the poor 
for 1840. The whole number of persons relieved, 
or supported, during the year, was 14,912. Of 
these, 4,271 were state paupers. Foreign paupers, 


3,178. Of the whole number, 8,287: were made: 


paupers by intemperance in themselves or others, 
More than one half the whole number! 


A whig state convention was held at Boston on 
Tuesday evening last, and John Davis: nominated 
for governor and George Hull for lieut. governor. —. 
Among the resolutions, was the following, compli- 
mentary to the hon. Daniel Webster: 

Resolved, That as citizens of Massachusetts, we 
fee] bound to express our sincere gratification, that 
the course of events will place at the head of the 
pew cabinet an eminent citizen of our.-own com- 
monwealth, whose long public life is illustrated by 
every act which can mark a patriot, and “in whose 
hands the prosperity of Massachusetts has not been 
impaired, nor her honor tarnished,” and to whom 
we now tender this record of the solemn judgment 
of his constituents, 


RHODE ISLAND. 

A convention is to be heldin Rhode Island on the 
first Monday in November next, for the purpose of 
forming a state constitution. This little state has 
existed since 1663 under the colonial charter grant- 
ed by Charles JI. The Providence Journal says 
that the commonwealth has “got on” pretty com- 
fortably thus far,and remarks it was strange that 
such a charter proclaiming perfect freedom in all 
“religious concernments,”’ and declaring the colony 
to be ‘“democratic,’”? a word most odious to kingly 
ears, should have been granted “by one of the bi- 
gotted and prerogative exacting race of the Stuarts.”’ 


Whatever may have been.the character of the 
other Stuarts, Charles the second was neither bi- 
gotted nor tyrannical; for he was too careless and 
fond of pleasure to be either. It is questionable 
whether or not the *inerry monarch” knew the 
contents of the charter which he signed for the little 


colony over the water. 


The alterations proposed to be made by the con- 
vention relate chiefly to a change in the representa- 
tion, which in the lapse of time has become un- 
equal, and to some new modification of the judici- 
ary. [ Balt. amer. - 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New Haven foreign trade and commerce for the 
year 1840. Exports, $531,128; imports, $247,889; 
amount of revenue accrued, $58,868 19. Ton- 
nage cleared, 14,906 tons; tonnage entered, 14,117. 
It will be seen that the value of the exports is 
nearly double the amount of imports; showing a 
large balance in favor of our merchants, and their 
Gade with the West Indies. [New Haven Reg. 

School fund. This fund is now over two millions 
of dollars, and nearly all productive. The state 
the present year pays out toschools one hundred 
and iwenty thousand dollars; and in addition to this, 
one-half of the interest arising on the deposite fund 
received from the United States, is appropriated for 
the support of common schools. 

| NEW YORK, 

Taxes. The total estimated amount of taxes for 
the support of New York city for 1841 is $1,553,000. 
The heaviest items are—almshouse, $250,000, be- 
sides $7,000 for charities; cleaning streets, $141,500; 
interest on city bonds and stock, $153,000; lamps 
and gas, 120,000; watch, 233,000; public schools, 
$95,000; salaries, $60,000; registration of voters, 
$53,000; building docks and slips, $50,000; fire de- 

artment, $15,000; roads and avenues, 35,000; po- 

ice, $35,000; courts, $40,000; county contingen- 
cies, $30,000. 

Bank safety fund. The New York Express says: 
“By the failure some short time since of a bank in 
Buffalo, a fact is disclosed that strikes at the foun- 
dation of the safety fund, andrenders the security 
in that system almost worthless to the bill-holders. 
The object of the law was, that the contribution 
made by all the banks to this fund should accumu- 
late to such an amount that, whenever any bank 
failed, the bill-holders should be perfectly secure.— 
By the construction of the law, that fund is held 
subject to making up all deficiency there may be in 
any bank, whether circulation, deposites, or other 
debts. ‘The amount of the safety fund, if it was all 
called in, would be but $162,775 73. If, therefore, 
any considerable bank should break, this sum might 
not pay agg ek per cent. of the deposites and 
circulation. ‘The public, we are persuaded, never 
intended that the bill-bolders were to be placed in 
this predicament. The bank commissioners have 
stated the evil effects of this law, and have urged 
upon the legislature the repeal of all the provisions 
except that which protects the bill-holder. Thisis 
a just course, and one which ought to meet the ap- 
probation of the public. A number of petitions to 
the legislature to amend the law so as to protect-the 
bill-holders only, are in circulation, which we trust 
will receive the signatures of the public generally.” 

NEW JERSEY. 

The hon. William L. Dayion, one of the associate 
judges of the supreme court of New Jersey, has re- 
signed. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Gov. Porter re-nominated. The democratic con- 
vention which assembled at Harrisburg, on the 4th 
inst. nominated gov. PoRTER, as their candidate for 
governor. A committee of three was appointed to 
wait upon and inform him of his nomination for re- 
election, who returned and reported that the go- 
vernor accepted the nomination, and returned bis 
sincere thanks to the convention for the honor thus 
conferred upon him. 

The bill for the establishment of an insane asylum 
which had passed both branchess of the legislature, 
has received the sanction of the governor, and is 
now a law. 

DELAWARE. 

Bunks. The legislature have voluntarily suspend- 
ed the provision of the bank charters of the state, 
requiring them to pay twelve per cent. interest for 
refusing to pay their notes in specie. 

MARYLAND. 

The legislature of Maryland adjourned on Wed- 
nesday the 10th inst. that being the time designa- 
ted by the constitution for the adjournment every 
second year. It is stated that the governor will 
issue his proclamation for convening an extra ses- 
sion of the legislature on the 24th March inst.— 
The object of the call of the extra session is to per- 
fect the tax bill, to provide ways and means, and to 
consider the question as to the completion of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 

VIRGINIA. 

United States senator. The following were the 
yotes for the U.S. senator from Virginia: 

There were two ballotings, at both of which it re- 
quired 82 to elect. 

First ballot. W. S. Archer, whig 81; W. H, 
Roane, Yan Buren 76; John Robertston, whig 4; 
R.E. Scott, whig 1; J.S. Pennebacker, Van Bu- 
ren 1. 

Second ballot. Mr. Roane withdrawn. W. S. 
Archer, whig 82; W. H. Roane, Van Buren 50; 
John Robertston, whig 12; Thomas W. Gilmer, 





whig 7; J. W. Jones, Van Buren 4; J. Y. Mason, 
Van Buren 4; J. W. Pegram, whig 2; J. C. Bruce, 
whig 1; J. McDowell, Van Buren 1. 

KENTUCKY. 

Adjourned. The legislature of Kentucky ad- 
journed on the i8th ult. having passed more than 
five hundred acts and resolutions, of which, accord- 
ing to the Yeoman, very few are of any general 
importance. 

MISSISSIPPI, 

The legislature of Mississippi adjourned on the 
6th instant. A law was passed fixing 6 per cent. 
as the legal rate of interest, except in cases of spe- 
cial agreement for a different rate. The treasury 
warrants issued prior to Ist January, 1841, are to be 
funded, and will bear an interest of 5 per cent. but 
are not to be received in payment of taxes. Those 
hereafter issued will bear no interest, but will be 
received for taxes. The interest due in July next will 
not be paid. 

The whig state convention of Mississippi, have 
nominated the following ticket. For governor— 
David O. Shattuck, of Carroll. For congress— 
Adam L. Bingaman, of Adams; Wm. R. arley, 
of Marshall. For secretary of state—Lewis G. Gal- 
loway, of Holmes., For auditor of public accounts— 
James M. Downs, of Hinds. For state treasurer— 
Wm. G. Crawley, of Perry. For attorney general— 
Robert Hughes, of Hinds. 

INDIANA. 

Ex-governor, Noah Noble, was elected by the 
legislature, fund commissioner of Indiana, on the 
13th ult. 

A gentleman in New York, from Indiana, states 
in a letter to the editors of the Courier and En- 
quirer that the legislature of that state has made 
ainple arrangements for the permanent payment of 
the interest due on bond and state debt, by levying 
a tax of forty cents on the hundred dollars, on real 
and personal estate, and this, it is thought, in con- 
junction with the seventy-five cents poll tax, bank 
dividends, and sinking fund, will be amply sufficient 
to meet all demands. 

Cross cut canal, The bill which had been passed 
by the legislature of Indiana, to let the Cross Cut 
canal to an association of individuals, who are to 
bind themselves to complete it within 18 months 
from the date of their contract, and who take their 
pay in six per cent. bonds having 30 years to run— 
has received the executive signature, and become a 
law. 

LOUISIANA. 

The number of salaried officers paid by the state 
of Louisiana, and the amount of the salary allowed 
to each of them are as follows. The salary paid to 
the governor is a more princely sum than is paid in 
any state in the union: 

1 Governor, $7,500; 1 secretary of state, $2,500; 
1 attorney general, $3,000; 1 Treasurer, $6,000; 1 
surveyor general, $899; 1 adjutant general, $4,000; 
1 auditor on auction sales, $4,000; 5 judges of su- 
preme court, $25,000; 1 secretary of senate, $3,500; 
1 clerk house oi representatives, $3,500; 1 judge 
criminal court, $4,000; 1 judge commercial court, 
$5,000; 1 judge Ist district court, $4,500; 9 district 
judges, $27,000; 10 district attorneys, $10,000; 1 
reporter decisions of supreme court, $1,200; 3 
clerks supreme court, $1,000; 1 interpreter crimi- 
nal court, $2,500; 1 clerk criminal court, $2,000; 
1 state librarian, $600; 1 clerk treasurer’s office 
$1,200. 

Board of public works. 1 President, $3,000; 1 
civil engineer, $3,000; 3 superintendants, $4,400; 
1 Secretary, 1,500; officers of the state penitentia- 
ry, $20,000. Total expense of civil list $149,700. 

{LLINOIS. 

Banks. The St. Louis Bulletin of the 13th ult. 
says: We understand the Illinois bank suspended 
specie payments on last Thursday. 

MISSOURI. 

Legislature. The St. Louis Gazette of the 19th 
ult. says: The legislature of this state has adjourn- 
ed. 

The anti-insurance company bill was rejected in 
the senate, by a majority of five. 

The currency bill was referred tothe legislature 
of 1843. 

MICHIGAN. 

Public land. It appears from a statement in the 
Western Farmer, Detriot, that there are 30,318,391 
acres of government land still unsold in that state. 
Sold 9,159,898 acres, and 11,452,034 acres have not 
been surveyed. Of the nine millions sold and 
taxable, only six millions are taxed, or returned as 
taxable; of the six millions assessed, over two- 
thirds is returned for the non-payment of taxes. 

FLORIDA, 

The Van Burenites of Florida have nomirated 
D. Levy, as their candidate for delegate to congress. 
Charles Downing, the present delegate, is also a 
a candidate, and wiil be supported by the whigs. 
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DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE ppp 
EMPTION BILL. 
In senate, January, 14 and 15. 
[MR, SMITH’s SPEECH CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 6 

The doctrines here laid down by the learned ¢, 1 
mentator are fully sustained by the conclusive 
thorities to which he refers, and sustain t} 
positions for which I contend. 

First. That the power over the subject of nat, 
ralization is vested in congress, and is denied to t),, 
states, and is consequently exclusive. And, seconq. 
ly, that no state can create an alien a citizen of gy¢, 
state, as, by that means, such person would in ¢f. 
fect become a citizen of every other state. 

I have thought proper, Mr. President, to plac, 
this matter distinctly before the country that it ma 
be understood, especially as it has been raiseq in 
this debate, and different views have been presented 
by distinguished senators. 

It will be my purpose, for a few moments, to ¢ajj 
back the attention of the senate to the pre-emption 
bill at the point where we left it. The objections 
to a pre-emption bill, so far as I can understang 
them, are, first, that such a bill encourages persons 
to leave the old states and settle in the new. Ty 
this I would say, that surely senators would not 
deprive their brethren of the privilege of betteriy 
their condition in life if they thiak proper to do 50, 
We are all in pursuit of happiness, and if any por. 
tion of the citizens of the old states are willing to 
leave the homes of their fathers and migrate to the 
west in search of a better home, hard would be that 
heart that would prevent them; and_ harder still 
would be the heart of those who would not receive 
thera with open arms. Ours is a common country, 
and let us never forget that neither our affections tor 
each other nor our love of country should be sepa. 
rated by geographical boundaries or state lines. 

Secondly. It is objected that the principle grants 
exclusive privileges to a class of men who rush in 
advance of civilization and seize upon the public 
property, and it has even been suggested that they 
might be restrained by the action of the govern. 
ment. To this I would say, that legislation should 
always adapt itself to the condition of affairs. We 
must look at things as they are, and not as they 
might be supposed to be, or we legislate for a sup- 
posed and not a real state of things. ‘That spirit of 
enterprise and discovery which 1s characteristic of 
the Anglo-Saxon race—that spirit that animated tle 
pilgrims, and the first settlers of Jamestown—that 
spirit that prompted a Boon, a Clark, and a Ken- 
ton to penetrate the western wilds and encounter 
and overcome the perils that surrounded them— 
that spirit which fired the early settlers of the west, 
induced them to leave the peaceful homes of their 
fathers, and brave the savage rifle and tomahawk, 
to settle a new country—I say that same spiritis 
impelling our people onward; the tide that com- 
menced rising and flowing west from the shores of 
the Atlantic is still rolling on, and can only be ar- 
rested by the waves of the Pacific. Our people are 
already settling beyond the Rocky mountains, and 
in a few years more there will be a nation of our 
citizens in that region. You need not talk of arrest: 
ing this spirit; it forms a noble trait in our character, 
and it should be provided for. The privileges granted 
are those of selecting, occupying, cultivating and 
paying for at the minimum price, a quarter section 
of government land, securing to the settler the fruils 
of his own industry in exclusion of all others. Its 
said that these lands, if sold at public auction, would 
bring a higher price than the minimum, This may 
be so in many cases; but here again we must look 
at the matter in its true light. I consider the pre 
emption laws merely declaratory of the custom oF 
common law of the settlers. If you make your 
public sales, and put up lands thus improved, the 
settler will become the purchaser at the minimum 
price. No one will bid against him; no bonest man 
would take from a poor man the improvements le 
had made ona piece of land, and no dishonest man 
would dare to do it. Previous to a sale all the set- 
tlers in the district have a perfect understanding 
that each is {o have the piece of land he lives upo! 
and they will neither bid against each other, no 
will any other person risk the consequences of tak- 
ing from any one his improvements by purchasing 
his lot of land. Sir, who could do it? © Who woule 
dare to do it? Whose conscience would suffer him 
to do it? And here let me answer a position 4 
sumed by the senator from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Mancum), he spoke of the bowie knife and the 
rifle settling the question of pre-emption betweel 
the settlers themselves. I know the senator woul 
not make the statement, unless he believed that the 
consequences he fears would grow out of such con 
flicts; but let me assure him he is wholly mistaken. 
One pre-emptor has just as much regard for the pré 
emption right of another as he has for the persone 
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holder of the old states has for the real estate of 
others to which he has no claim of title; or, in other 
words, the occupancy and cultivation of land by a 
settler secures to him the right to purchase that} 
jand, in exclusion of every other settler, as effectu- 
ally, by the custom of the settlers, as if pre-emption 
Jaws guarded his claim. I may here be asked why 
ass a pre-emption law then? My answer is the 
same that would be given to the passage of a decla- 
ratory statute:to leave no doubt on the subject in the 
mind of any, and to provide for a possible case that 
might occur. While 1 am on this point, I must say 
one word as to the general character of these pio- 
neers. I may be pardoned for supposing that I have 
had some opportunities of judging that some sena- 
turs who have spoken have not. Kore than twenty 
years of my life have been spent on the frontier. I 
have seen my state in her infancy, with the fairest 
and largest portion of her terfitory in the possession 
of the Indians. I have seen her pass through the dif- 
ferent graduations of improvement, until she has 
arrived at her present high grade in the comparison 
with her sisters. I have seen the first rude hut, the 
first log cabin, erected by the first occupant of the 
wilds of what is now the most beautiful and highly 
improved portions of my state. I have seen, heard 
and conversed with the early settler, and let me as- 
sure senators he is the last man that would willingly 
do injustice to his country, and the very first, in 
times of peril, to bare his manly bosom and nerve 
his strong arm in her defence; and although he may 
be as rough and as rude as his own log tenement, 
his heart beats with patriotic emotions for his coun- 
try; he is a warm friend, a kind neighbor, ever hos- 
pitablgto strangers, and, still beiter, an honest man; 
his poverty and his enterprise, with the hope of bet- 
tering his condition, and providing for his family, 
stimulate him to leave his old friends, the homes 
and the graves of those who are dear to him, plunge 
into the wilderness, and undergo the perils and de- 
privations incident to the settlement of a new coun- 
try. Do you ask me where is the evidence of his 
industry and usefulness? I answer you by pointing 
to the west. Go there and see for yourselves—let 
the great west answer for the emigrant. 

I have, Mr. President, a single remark to make 
upon a question arising out of a principle of the par- 
ticular bill before the senate. 
granting prospective pre-emptions has been strenu- 
ously opposed, as being a departure from previous 
laws on the subject; as holding out a bounty jn ad- 
vance, for settleinermt. As to the first of hess po- 
sitions, [ must say that a prosncetive pre-emption is 
much more justifiable than a retrospective ais The 
case stated, in my opinion, settles the question In 
the case ofa retrospective pre-emption, you justify 
a trespass actually committed on the public lands 
and grant to the trespasser the benefit of the re- 
pret law, for you have a law in full hocukg 
claring it to be a trespass to enter upon these lands, 
destroy the timber, take stone, or commit other acts 
the Oe with the rights of the government. In 

er case you justify s 
grant the privilege to the Siual settle By 
cond position assumed I answer by saying that such 
has been the practice of the pana Ap for a series 
of years; that the stimulus created by a prospective 
pre-emption law would not be perce stible, The 
re relies with full confidence on the security of 
He right of pre-emption, either by a retrospective 
aw, such as we have been in the habit of passin 
for his benefit, or the custom or common la ¥ fs 4 
tlers, of which 1 have spoken. I dismiss this - t 
that se with the single additional cmarie 
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'plied to the nine new states. 


The principle of 


The senator from 8. 
Carolina, (Mr. Parsron), touched this point, in 
his remarks the other day, in his usual able man- 
ner, and has relieved me from the necessity of go- 
ing so muneh at large into it as I would otherwise 
have done. I hold in my hand a table prepared for 
the committee on public lands, and 2 Sette by 
that committee to the report on the bill 1 am now 
discussing, without, it seems, even noticing the 
glaring inequality presented by it. Sir, I present 
the table to the senate, it is an important document, 
essential to a correct understanding of the position I 
am examining. 















































pear in a glaring light. 


20,629,359 acres, of this quantity there have been 
sold 15,158,702 acres; granted to the state and in- 
dividuals, for ali purposes, 1,074,163 acres; unsold, 
including lands unsurveyed, 4,396,494 acres; the 
purchase money received by the general goveyn. 
ment intothe national treasury from the sje of the 
15,158,702 acres is $19,326,301. The quantity ot 
land in Arkansas is 31,468,Siu acres. Of these 
there have been sold 2,464,710 acres, granted tothe 
state and individuals for all purposes 976,896 aeres 
and there remain unsold 28,027,304 acres. The 
United States have received for the sale of these 
2,464,710 acres the sum of $3,110,897. Indiana 
contains a population of near 700,000 souls, and 
Arkansas a population of about 100,000 souls. 
Thus stand the two states. Now let us see the ap- 
plication of the principles of the bill of the senator 
irom South Carilina to these two states. Here 
stands Indiana with her 700,000 souls, having paid 
into the national treasury the sum of $19,326,301 
for the lands already sold, receiving under the bill 
her thirty-five per cent. of the proceeds of the re- 
maining 4,396,494, while Arkansas, with her 
100,000 souls, having paid into the national treasu- 
ry only 3,110,897, would receive her thirty-five per 
cent. of her 28,027,304 acres, subject to like charges. 
So that Arkansas, containing the smaller popula- 
tion, and having paid the least money into the na- 

tional treasury, would receive greatly the most in 

the dividend. I might run cut the idea, and push 

the argument on this point, but as my object is 

brevity, and as I have much yet to say, I will pass 

to the consideration of another view of the sub- 

ject, believing that I am understood by the senate. 

In presenting another view of the subject, 1 may 
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By an examination of this table, the great diver- 


sity in the condition of the nine new states will ap- 
g I will take the two states 
of Indiana and Arkansas to illustrate the idea. The 
aggregate of the whole of the public lands that 
Indiana eontained, as estimated by the table, was 


states supposed by the friends of the bill to be con- 
ferred by it with those arising from the distribution 
plan, which is its antagonist measure. And in this 
point of view, I am prepared to show that even 
Arkansas, one of the most favored states, would be 
much the gainer by the distribution bill even in a 
pecuniary point of view, if she bad as much Jn- 
dian title to extingish as Michigan, and confining it 
exclusively in the estimate to the lands lying in 
Arkansas. If I sustain this position, it follows that 
there is not a single state in the union, holding land 
subject to the extinguishment of Indian title, that 
could take the measure without a great pecuniary 
sacrifice as a substitute for the distribution bill. 
Senators may think I am venturing upon bold 
ground, and I am nn sure the senator from South 
Carolina, in my eye, believes that the position can- 
not be maintained; but let him hear me answer the 
argument growing out of a statement of the case, 
for, fortunately for me, the case is not to be made 
out by argument; the proof lies in the statement of 
the facts of the case. Arkansas, by the bill of the 
senator from South Carolina, would receive thirty- 
five per cent. upon the sales of her unsold lands. 
She will receive, as the law now stands, five per 
cent. which is taken from her by the bill and inelud- 
ed in the thirty-five per cent.; this leaves her thirty 
percent. The distribution bill gives her twelve 
and one-half per cent. and leaves her in possession 
of her five percent. making seventeen and one- 
half per cent.; and then gives her her tari iy 
in the ratio of representation, of the other eighty- 
two and one-half per cent. which would raise the 
aggregate amount to be received by the state to 
over twenty per cent. without any expense of the 
land system, or the extinguishment of Indian title, 
leaving, at this stage of the calculation, less than 
ten per cent. in favor of Mr. CatHoun’s bill. For 
this ten per cent. the state would be compelled to 
pay the expenses of the land system, the surveys, 
the sales of the land, and the extinguishment of the 
Indian title; for the provisions in the bill are: 
“Thia cession, together with the. portion of the 
sales to be retained by the sfates respectively under 
the provisions of this act, shall be in full of the five 
per cent. fund, or any part thereof not already ac- 
crued to any state; and the said states shall be ex- 
clusively liable for all charges that may hereafter 
arise from the surveys, sales and managment of the 
ublic lands and extinguishment of Indian title 
within the limits of said states respectively.” 

Now, sir, can any senator say that the state could 
do all. that is required of her for the ten per cent.? 
or would any state accept of such a proposition In 
lieu of the distribution bill, if both were presented? 
It may not be amiss to look a little further into the 
cost of this matter, or, as in the caseof Rew. 
the beadle, to examine the spoons, and see if they 
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guishment of Indian title? My eye 

ed a little to that matter, ont els tap oe eis 
items that even some of the senators from the new 
states now favoring this bill have not considered, I 
will name some of them for the consideration of the 
senate. ‘he costs or expense of extinguishing In- 
dian title include the expense of holding the treaty 
including the support ef the Indians in their en. 
campment and in council; the costs of the commis- 
“.on to hold the treaty; the price given for the 
lands; the removal of the Indians west; the pur- 
chase of lands for them for their new homes; their 
support in their new position for at least a year; the 
expense of a commission to investigate claims 
agatnst them; for all these enter into the considera- 
tion of modern treaties. Would ten per cent. pa 
these expenses? Let one of the states try it, an 
my word for it, such state will be largely minus in 
the account. Then, sir, the bill is clearly delusive 
to the new states, most certainly not so intended 
by the distingushed mover, for 1 give him full credit 
for good faith to those states; but it seems to me he 
has pot done justice to his strong and vigorous 
mind, by bringing it to bear fully upon the subject 
or he would not have presented this bill as just to 
all, or especially beneficial to any of the new states 
There is, however, another view of the question 
which should settle the matter beyond controversy 
The argument I have introduced has been confined 
to an examination of the bill with reference to the 
lands lying in the states. This is avery circum- 
scribed view of the case. I so intended it, as it 
covers only one hundred and sixty millions of acres 
out of the ten hundred millions of acres. But still 
it must not be forgotten that while the bill of the 
senator from South Carolina confines itself to the 
one hundred and sixty millions of acres, the distri- 
bution measure covers the whole, and distributes 
not only the proceeds of the one hundred and sixty 
millions, but also of the residue of the ten hundred 
millions; and while the cession bill establishes the 
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88 inequality of the measure as ap- |be permitted to contrast the benefits to the new {principle that so soon as a state is admitted into the 
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union the lands must-be ceded, the other continues 
the distribution. Without, therefore, going into the 
great variety of important questions which have 
Toon discussed by others relative to the power and 
expediency of the amendment of the senator from 
South Carolina, I am compelled to.arrive at the con- 
clusion that itis my duty to vote against it; and if 
it should pass and become a law, and the question 
shall be put to me whether the proposition should 
be accepted by my state, I should have to answer 
in the negative. 

I have now, Mr. President, arrived at that point of 
the argument when it becomes necessary to discuss 
the main subject before us: I mean the proposed 
amendment of the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
CRITTENDEN). [Here Mr. Merrick asked Mr. 
SMITH ‘to give way for a motion to apONTa. _Mr.8. 
having spoken over an hour and a half,and it being 
late in the evening, the senate adjourned]. 

At the moment of the adjournment, Mr. President, 
on yesterday, I had arrived at what seemed to me 
to be the main question before the senate. 1 had 
said something about the graduation and pre-emption 
bills:and their kindred subjects. I had attempted 
to examine some of the provisions of the bill of the 
senator from South Carolina. I had admitted the 
importance of the question before us, and I had 
urged the great importance and the urgent necessi- 
ty of placing this whole matter on the basis of a 
judicious compromise. Commencing, therefore, at 
the ‘gusee where my remarks were arrested, (for I 
shall avoid repetition as much as possible), I will 
proceed to give my views upon the question of dis- 
tribution, in which it will be my purpose to show 
why itis, in my opinion, entitled to my support, 
and to answer some of the objections that had 
been urged againstit. The senator from Arkan- 
sas (Mr. Servier), alluded to this subject the 
other day, and 1 confess I was rather disappoint- 
ed in his course of remarks: I did expect and 
I did hope to hear that senator discuss the merits 
of the proposition. I was anxious to hear his 
views, for they are usually marked with a strong 
vein of coimmon sense and practical illustration. 
The senator, however, declined the argument, and 
contented himself with saying that the measure was 
dead, and by telling us that the senator from Mis- 
souri (Mr. Benton) had killed it. Yes, says the 
senator from Arkansas, the senator from Missouri 
murdered it as soon as it was introduced. I hope 
the senatordid not mean to charge the malice afore- 
thought, which is a constituent of the crime of tech- 
nical murder. [Mr. SEvirEr said yes, sir. ] ; 

Well, Mr, President, I have only to say that, while 
malice is essential to constitute a killing murder in 
the eye of the law, it is not so esseniia! in the com- 
position of a legislator. 
tions that are presented for our consideration with 
calmness and deliberation. I do not say that the se- 
nator from Missouri cid not so discuss this question: 


Iam merely replying to the remark of the senator 
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It so happens that I differ entirely with the sena- 
tor from Arkansas in the assumption that he has 
indulged in, that the proposition of distribution is 
either killed or murdered. Sir, that proposition is 
not dead, but liveth; and, let me tell senators 
who think that it is dead, that they will find:it not 
only living, but that it is destined to become the 
law of the land, and that, too, before many more 
sessions of congress shal} have passed by. It should, 
in my opinion, long since have deen the law. It 
the bill that was introduced by the senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr, Cray), and which passed congress 
during the administration of general Jackson, had 
become the law, it would have been a most valuable 
measure for the whole union, and especially for my 
state; and I assure you, sir, while many of the ad- 
herents of general Jackson still sustained him, it 
was for other reasons than his opposition to the dis- 
tribution bill. The same measure is now before us, 
and I shall give it my hearty support; and not iike 
my friend from Arkansas. I shall not content my- 
self with a mere expression of opinion. I desire my 
state to see the distinct grounds of my support, for I 
have no sentiment to conceal on this or any other 
ineasure. Si 

First. I support the bill because it is the only 
compromise measure upon which all can unite, and 
which, with proper provisions, will do ample justice 
to both the old and the new states. The interest of 
the new states will be amply protected, and the 
rights of the old states will be maintained in the 
distribution of the fund. The difficulties spoken of 
by the senator from South Carolina, as arising from 
the present system, will be partially obviated, and 
the voice of discontent between the new states and 
the old, growing out of the subject, will be forever 
hushed. Instead of making the bill expire by its 
own limitation in a few years, I would make ita part | 
of the permanent land system. 


We should meet the gues- | 


Secondly. I support it as a western measure, Yes, 
sir, aS a western measure; and especially as a meas- 
sure called for by the best interest of my state. He 
must have been blind tothe administration of public 
affairs for the last few years, who has not seen the 
tendency of the government to draw the money froin 
the west, through the land offices and impost duties, 
and expend it elsewhere. I heard the senator from 
Tennessee, (Mr. ANDERSON), who addressed the 
senate the other day upon this point, with great sa- 
tisfaction. ‘The noble stand he tock, and the inde- 
pendence with which he announced his views, com- 
mand my unqualified approbation. During the last 
three years the table of expenditures will show 
that the expenses of the administration have been 
$99,885,730. 


Thus, in 1838, $40,427,218 
' 1839, $1,815,000 
1840, 26,643,512 


Now, how much of this fund has been expended 
in the west? how much in the northwest? Let the 
friends of the northern harbors answer; let the 
friends of the Cumberland road and the friends to 
the improvement of the navigation of western rivers 
answer. Nota dollar of this vast sum was appro- 
priated to the protection of lake commerce; not a 
dollar to the improvement of the navigation of the 
western rivers. The imposition on the commerce 
of the Ohio by the obstruction of the navigation, 
and the consequent high tariff of tolls at the falls, 
still remains. The Cumberland road, that great 
western measure, the construction of which was 
commenced under the auspices of Mr. Jefferson and 
continued through the subsequent administrations 
to the present, has been suffered to sink into a state 
of dilapidation, decay and ruin. I talked the other 
day with a contractor for carrying the mail in my 
state on this road, and he told me he would have to 
abandon his contract at all hazards. _ He said it 
would ruin him to try to go on, for the mail was so 
very heavy that he could carry no passengers; and 
so soon as the frost was out in the spring, it would be 
impossible for four of the best horses he could get 
to travel inore than two miles an hour upon it, and 
even then they would swamp or mire down at the 
worst places, and have to be raised {by rails or levers. 
And yet, sir, out of your expenditure of tiear one 
hundred millions of dollars in the last three years, 
not one dollar could all the entreaties and arguments 
we could use obtain. I saw the tendency of the 
doctrines that have left us in our present condition 
forcibly exemplified at the last session. After every 
proposition that bad been introduced favorable to 
the western objects which I have named had been 
voted down, and it was declared by a distinguished 
senator (Mr. CarHoun) that our appropriations 
had been dried up, a proposition was introduced to 
appropriate $90,000 to the commencement ofa new 
work ai Pensacola, on the Gulf of Mexico: the 
same senators wiat voted against the Cumberland 
read voted for the Pensacola work, it being en the 
seaboard. And even at this session, when my friend 
the senator from Jllinois (Mr. Youne) introduced 
a bill making a small appropriation to the Cumber- 
land road, and proposed to let it remain 9n the or- 
ders without reference, the senator from Alabama 
(Mr. Cray) objected, and wished the committee to 
inquire into the propriety of borrowing money for 
this road; and yet I am greatly mistaken if the same 
senator did not vote for the Pensacola appropriation 
when the government was borrowing money, with- 


‘lout ever putting that question to himself. ‘I intro. 


duce this, not so much for the purpose of complain- 
ing as to show the tendency of mordern doctrines, 
and the propriety, on our part, of providing for 
contingencies. Not that { have any disposition to 
give up the Cumberland road or the lake harbors; 
far from it: I expect to urge them upon the consi- 
deration of congress so long as I am honored with 
aseatin this body. I hope, however, to see the 
Cumberland road provided for in the final adjust- 
ment of the land question at the next session of 
congress. It was originaily connected with it, and 
I shall contend for the continuance of the connexion. 
By the distribution, at least a portion of the money 
that is drawn from us will be returned to our peo- 
ple annually. The vivifying influence of these an- 
nual returns will be felt in every part of the union, 
bul more especially in the west, which is, by the 
modern doctrines, in effect, cut off from a partici- 
pation in the benefits of a national treasury, so far 
as direct appropriations are concerned. I can speak 
for my own state. I know that hershare of the dis- 
tribution will be most acceptable to her, cireum- 
stanced as she is, Andas it is in her right, I feel it 
to be my duty, as her representative, to urge the 
measure by my voire as well as by my vote. 

At the moment the senator from Kentucky intro- 
duced his amendment, the senator from Missouri, 
(Mr. Linn), intimated an intention of moving an 
amendaient to the proposition of distribution, to ap- 














———_—_——— 
propriate the land funds to the navy and National 
defences exclusively. I suppose he meant the de 
fences of the western frontier, as that subject. lie, 
near his heart. [Mr, Linn, from his seat, said, , 
sir; the entire national defences.} The Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr, CatHoun) catching at 
the proposition, but understanding it to be confined 
to the navy alone, took the occassion to thank the 
senator from Missouri for his magnanimity, anq 
spoke in strains of eulogy and high commendation 
of the project. This is but carrying out the policy 
which I have stated has given the government ap- 
propriations a salt water tendency; but, sir, as q 
western senator, I cannot sustain either of these 
propositions; and, let me not be misunderstood: there 
is no one here who would go further to sustain the 
nation in all necessary appropriations for these ob. 
jects; but let the funds necessary for the purpose 
not be taken exclusively from the west; let not the 
door be closed forever to a return to us of some part 
of the money that is abstracted from us by the con. 
tinual drain of the public lands upon the pockets of 
ourcitizens. 1 confess that the two propositions, 
coming from the quarter they do, are somewhat 


alarming to those who hope to see a return to the 


west ofa portion of the proceeds of the public lands, 
The objects named belong to the general charge; 
they are strictly national, and let the nation cherish 
them: for, should the time come when our patriot- 
ism and devotion to our country shall call upon us in 
the west to act with our brethren in the defence of 
our common country, by land or by sea, they have 
in the pasta sufficient guaranty for the future. 

Thirdly. I sustain the proposition because a com- 
promise founded upon it will not unsettle Py land 
system, but preserve it in an improved forfff, while 
all the different interests represented can harmonize, 
On the other hand, the effect of the bill of the se- 
nator from §S. Carolina will be to unsettle the land 
system, create the relation of debtor and creditor be- 
tween the general government and the states, and 
produce conflicts arising out of our Indian relations. 

The distribution biil will also go far to equalize 
the states who have received public lands for various 
purposes. ‘The senator from Michigan, (Mr. Nor. 
VELL), has repeatedly introduced this subject, 
claiming, upon equitable principles, that the other 
new states should be brought up to the standard of 
Ohio, that has received more of the public land than 
any other new state. This bill will accomplish that 
object, if it does not exceed it. ‘The 124 per cent. on 
the unsold lands in Michigan, being over 21,000,000 
acres, woula bring that state more than even with 

hio. Michizan has received 969,759 acres, Ohio 
has received 1,842,911 acres—difference 873,152 
acres; 124 pe: cent. or 1-8th of the unsold lands in 
Michigan would be over 2,500,000 while the 12} 
per cent. on the 2,000,000 acres unsold in Ohio 
would be only 250,000 acres. So that the effect of 
the bill will be entirely favorable to those of the new 
states that have not received as much of the public 
lands as Ohio. 

These are, briefly, ny reasons for supporting the 
distribution bill. Let us look at the grounds on 
which senators place their objections to its passage. 
So far as I have been able to understand them, they 
are these: 

First. The measure is unconstitutional. 

Secondly. It will retard the setilement of the 
states by holding up the lands for prices at which 
they will not readily sell 

Thirdly. It will stimulate the states to drain the 
treasury of all the revenue of the nation, and leave 
the general government helpless. 

Fourthly. It will corrupt the states, and produce 
prodigality among their citizens. 

Fifthly. It will make it necessary, by abstracting 
the proceeds of the public lands from the general 
revenue, to lay additional impests to meet the deficit. 

These, I believe, comprise the principal objec- 
tions; I have stated them fairly, and I intend, in the 
progress of the debate, to meet and discuss thein in 
the same spirit in which [ have laid them down. 

The first question is one of grave import, for if 
that should be against me, the argument closes, and 
the bill falls, so far as depends upon my vote. Iam 
apprized of the position that is maintained by those 
who deny the constitutionality of the proposed inea- 
sure; they contend that it is unconstitutional to raise 
money for the purpose of distributing it among the 
states, and therefore, inasmuch as the abstraction of 
the land fund from the revenue of the general go- 
vernment creates a deficit that must be made up by 
an increase of imposts, it raises the constitutional 
objection. The view that I enteriain of the con- 
stitutional question renders it unnecessary for me to 
examine the position assumed, which I admit to be 
a question of grave import, but which, upon a full 
discussion in congress, was decided in favor of the 
power upon the question of distributing the surplus 
revenue; and that decision was approved of by the 
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jate president. I feel no disposition to open the ar- 
‘ument of (he question until the case shall arise 
making it necessary for me to do so. — 

I contend that the proposed disposition of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands, by distributing. them 
among the states according to population, evidenc- 
ed by their representation in congress, 1s the most. 
constitutional disposition that can be made of them, 
and that a faithful discharge of the constitutional 
duties of congress demands the measure proposed. 
The land question arose prior to the adoption of the 
federal constitution; it was a revolutionary measure 
in its origin; it bears date ata period anterior to that 
at which the general government had the power of 
levying imposts on foreign merchandise; and hence 
it never was connected with that mode of raising 
revenue. The different states, during the revolu- 
tionary war, had contracted debts which the confe- 
deration desired to see liquidated. Many of the 
states owned large tracts of wild land, Virginia being 
the largest proprietor, her claim covering the most 
of the northwest territory, now Ohio, Indiana, Ll- 
linois, Michigan and Wisconsin. Cessions of these 
jands were made by the proprietary states to the 
confederation. That of Virginia, which may be 
selected to test the question, after ceding her lands, 
provided the use to which they should be applied as 

llows: 

‘ «These lands shall be considered a common fand 
for the use and benefit of such of the United States 
as have become, or shall become, members of the 
confederation or federal alliance of the said states, 
Virginia inclusive, according to their usual respec- 
tive proportions in the general charge and expendi- 
ture, and shall be faithfully and bows fide disposed of 
for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose 
whatever.” 

The confederation being a mere league of states 
acting for the benefit of states, accepted the cession 
upon the terms, and took upon itself the execution 
of the trust confided to it. In 1776, after the trust 
had been accepted by the confederation upon the 
terms of the deeds of cession, and while its execu- 
tion was obligatory upon it, the federal constitution 
was adopted, in which provision was made for this 
very property, the eye of the convention evidently 
being directed to it. The 3d section of the 4th ar- 
ticle provides that 

“New states may be admitted by the congress 
into this union; but no new state shall be formed or 
erected within the jurisdiction of any other state, 
nor any state be formed by the junction of twoor 
more states, or parts of states, without the consent 
of the legislatures of the states concerned as well as 
of the congress. ‘The congress shall have power to 
dispose of and make all needful rules and regula- 
tions respecting the territory or other property be- 
longing to the United States; and nothing in this con- 
stitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any 
claims of the United States, or of any particular 
state.”” 

Here are ample powers conferred and expressly 
delegated to congress over the entire subject of the 
public domain, the object of which was clearly to 
enable the general government to act directly upon 
the subject matter of the public lands, uncontrolled 
except by the terms of the constitution. and the pre- 
vious contracts and engagements of the confedera- 
tion. These contracts and engagements were ex- 
pressly recognised by the first clause of the 6th ar- 
licle of the constitation, which declares that ‘all 
debts, contracts and engagements entered into be- 
fore the adoption of this censtitution shall be as valid 
against the U. States under this constitution, as under 
the confederation.” Thus you see the contracts 
and engagements of the confederation of states un- 
der the articles were expressly recognised and pro- 
vided for by the federal constitution. The ques- 
tion then arises, did the cession of the public 
lands by «the states, and the acceptance of them by 
the confederation under the deeds of cession, upon 
the terms specified, and for the purposes declared, 
amount in the eye of the law to a ‘‘contract,”’ or 
“engagement,” on the part of the confederation, 
which was obligatory upon it? Can there be any 
doubt upon this point? If not, then the article of the 
constitution which I have just read provides for the 
very case, and the obligations of the general govern- 
inent now are precisely those of the confederation 
oefore the change of government and the adoption 
of the federal constitution. The question then re- 
curs, what were the obligations of the confederation? 

“his question must be decided by the deeds of ces- 
sion, and can be as well answered in the very lan- 
guage used by the parties, to dispose of these lands 
‘for the use and benefit of such of the U. States as 
have become or shall become members of the con- 
federation or federal alliance of the states, Virginia 
inclisive, according to their usual respective pro- 
portions in the general charge and expenditure, and 
shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that 


| 


urpose, and for no other purpose whatsoever.” I 
Gare the constitutional argument here, having in 
my own mind at least sustained the constituticonali- 
ty of the disposition proposed of the proceeds of the 
public lands, by which it would seem to follow that 
any other disposition, except to make the trust fund 
more valuable, since the discharge of the revolu- 
tionary debt, for which purpose they were ceded, 
has been iu violation of the declared object of the 
trust, and consequently an infraction of that section 
of the constitution which I have read, securing the 
inviolability of the “contracts” and “engagements” 
of the confederation. 

The questions may arise, how do you maintain, 
under this state of the argument, the grants of lands 
to the new states, and the distribution of the land 
fund not covered by the deeds of cession? My an- 
swer to the first is, that the clause of the constitu- 
tion which I have read expressly gives the power of 
disposition over tlhe property, and asa trustee con- 
gress has the power to grant or appropriate one part 
of the fund to enhance the value of the residue. 
Such has been the character of all the grants made. 
To the second question I would say that, as the 
other lands have been paid for by the people of all 
the states, the same people have an undoubted right 
to a return of their proceeds upon a fair distribution, 
should they desire it. : 

Secondly. Wiil the bill retard the settlement of 
the states in which the lands lie, by holding up the 
price beyond that at which they will readily sell? 
So it is contended; but it may be answered, that the 
incorporation of the other principles in the compro- 
mise upon it would entirely remove all doubt on the 
subject. Standing alone, however, it seems to. me 
that the new states have a sufficient guaranty in the 
fact that the fund is to be distributed, and the dis- 
position of the old states to get possession of their 
share of the fund will certainly prompt them to ac- 
celerate rather than retard the sales. The tendency 
of the measure, I think, therefore, is the other way, 
and the new states have no cause for alarm on that 
ground. 

Thirdly. It is contended that it will stimulate the 
states to drain the treasury of all the revenue of the 
nation, and destroy the general government. This 


speak of it as,its importance demands. The politi- 
eal relations of the general government with the 
state governments, as well as the relation of con- 
gress to each, are involved in the argument, The 
assumption is that the states would destroy the ge- 
neral government, and that we, the congress of the 
United States, are called upon to protect the federal 

overnment against this disposition of the states. 
et us begin at the source of power, and see what 
the position is. It is either that the people of the 
states are hostile to the people of the federal govern- 
ment, being the identical same people, or that the 
people of the states are hostile to the federal govern- 
ment, and would destroy it to build up the state 
governments. Neither of these positions, 1 huinbly 
conceive, can be maintained. If it were not so, 
would not that hostility long since have been carri- 
ed into efiect? Is it a controversial point that the 
federal government only exists at the will of the 
people of the states? Can they not abolish it with- 
out even the necessity of resorting to revolution? 
Should they think proper to do so, let them refuse 
or omit to appoint senators, or to provide for the 
election of members of congress, or to elect them, for 
congress has no constitutional power even to ap- 
point the time of electing either, or to act upon the 
subject, nor has the executive any greater powers 
over it; or let them omit to provide for the election 
of a president by appointing electors, which they 
could do if they pleased. I say, let the states take 
either of these courses, and what becomes of the 
federal government? The paschment, called the 
constitution, would still remain, but for all practical 
purposes it would be as a blank piece of paper. 
The government would stand dissolved, without 
violence, without bloodshed, by the mere operation 
of non-user, until the same people shall think pro- 
per to put the machinery in motion. So you see, 
sir, the people of the states are to the complicated 
inachivery of our system of governmweut what the 
heart isto the human system—its vitality and iis 
power. Let us, sir, pursue the argument, and see 
what our position is as members of the senate. Are 
we not the creatures of the different states, created 
by their power, and the representatives of their will, 
within the provisions of the federal constitution? 
Does it become us to charge those who delegated 
us to take seats on this floor, who clothed us with 
all the powers we possess as senators, to turn upon 
our creators and charge them with a disposition to 
destroy the federal government, and claim lor our- 











selves the high eye of acting as the exclu- 
sive protectors 0 


position presents for our consideration matters of 
grave and solemn import, aud 1 will endeavor to. 

















the federal goverment against the | 


assaults of the states? Can we maintain the po- 
sition that we hold powers legitimately at war with 
the rights and interests of our common: consiituents, 
the states? Let senators who choose to assume these 
high grounds maintain them. Our duties are of a 
two-fold character—while we sustain the federal 
government and support the federal constitution, 
we do so as the representatives of the states. Sir, 
to test this question, how would senators get along 
with instructions from the legislatures of their states 
on this subject of distribution? Let me suppose that 
the honorable senators from Missouri were instruct- 
ed, would they turn upon the legislature and charge 
her witha disposition to destroy the federal govern- 
ment, or would they obey? Suppose the legislature 
of Alabama should instruct her senators, would they 
obey? [Mr. Cray, of Alabama, said, no, sir.J— 
Then the senator would resign, I suppose. [Mr. 
Cray. Yes, sir, I would.] Well, sir, then we 
would get another senator in your place, who would 
carry out the will of the state, and the operation 
would merely exchange one senator for another— 
the principle would be carried out, and the state 
would triumph. I have introduced these remarks 
for the es of showing that, if the states were 
so disposed, they have it in their powerto arrest the 
further progress of the operation of the general go- 
vernment without resorting to the supposed course 
to effect that object. These arguments have been 
predicated on the supposition that the people of the 
states are hostile to the general government; when, 
in fact, nothing is less true: the people of the states 
are devotedly and patriotically attached to the fe- 
deral government; instead of wishing to destroy or 
embarrass it, they would come to ils rescue in the 
hour of peril and lay down their lives in its defence. 

Fourthly. It is argued that it will corrupt the 
states, and lead to prodigality. This is assuming 
{he position that the people of the states are not 
competent to manage their own concerns, and that 
we should act as their guardians—a doctrine that 
has of late years found its way into congress, and 
has found supporters among those who profess a re- 
verence, next to that of holy writ, for democratic 
doctrines! This is strange democracy. Afraid to 
trust the people with theirown money! And pray, 
sir, what would you do with it! Leave it in the 
hands of the federal officers for safe keeping? Ay, 
that is the safe deposite. They cannot be corrupt- 
ed, asa matter of course. Is that the doctrine se- 
nators contend for? This is guarding the rights of 
the people of the states with a vengeance! We have 
their money, and they demand it; we, their repre- 
sentatives, answer, you cannot have it; you are noc 
capable of taking care of it; you will become prodi- 
gal; let us keep it, we can be trusted; your money 
will be safely kept or laid out, as we think proper; 
recollect it is all for your good that we put our- 
selves to the trouble of taking care that you be not 
tempted. Would a course ike this comport with 
our duty tothe states? Let senators who appove of 
it adopt the course, it does not suit me. On the 
score of prodigality, I know of no state that could 
not compare notes with the general government for 
the last four years. 

The senator froin Missouri (Mr, Benton) refers 
to the deposite of the surplus revenue with the 
states, and attributes the great rage for speculation 
and internal improvements to that deposite. Sup- 
pose I admit his premises, can he show me that a 
similar effect would not have been produced by the 
expenditure of the same sum of money by the ge- 
neral government? It was the money that had its 
efiect, and not the hand that scattered it. But, sir, 
I cannot let the remarks of the senator pass without 
further notice. Ido not concur with him in the 
cause to which he refers. The removal of the pub- 
lic deposites from the Bank of the United States; the 
bargain that was made between the government and 
the local or state banks, that the banks should pay a 
per cent.on the public deposites, authorising the 
banks to issue upon them; the circular of the secre- 
tary of the treasury directing them todo so, and the 
consequent inflation of the currency, produced the 
effect to which the senator froin Missouri alluded, 
and not the deposite of the surplus with the states. 

Fifthly. It is objected that, by abstracting the 
land fund for distribution, it will become necessary 
to provide for the deficit by laying imposts. I pre- 
sume this position is well-founded, provided the 
present imposts shall not be sufficient for an econo- 
nical administration of public affairs. That it wou'd 
iall greatly short of the late expenditures I readily 
adinit; but that is no criterion to judge by, for I trust 
the expenditures hereafter will be brought within 
economical limits. I hope, in no emergency here- 
after, we shail be required to resort to the present 
policy of treasury notes, Let us suppose, then, for 
the sake of argument, that we sball have to lay im- 
post duties to make up the deficit of the land fand. 
Those duties can be laid upon luxuries, such as 
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wines, brandies and silks, articles consumed by the | 
rich, and then only by such persons as choose to pay 
for them. The great laboring class of society would 
vay very little of the duty, while they would receive 
eir proportion to the distribution. Asa general 
policy, I see no objection to it; and as connected 
with the obligation of distribution, it would be the 
true policy in the contingency of which I have 
spoken. My remarks, Mr. President, will be clos- 
ed, so far as the land question is concerned, with 
this declaration: I do not anticipate the possibility 
of arranging this great subject at the present session; 
but I hope to see the whole matter finally settled at 
the next session, upon terms of compromise and inu- 
tual concession, to the benefit of the people, the 
safety of the general government, and the best inter- 
est of the states. The constitution of the United 
States was based upon a compromise of conflicting 
opinions. The tariff question, that almost threaten- 
ed the union, was so settled; and why should not 
this great land question receive the same blessing? 

1 would here close my remarks and resume my 
seat, but the senate must pardon me for noticing the 
political topic that has been introduced into the dis- 
cussion. J} did hope, Mr. President, when we as- 
sembled here at the present session, that we would, 
by common consent, exclude from these halls all the 
political heat that was created in the late political 
contest. We have all heard enough of it to need 
repose now it is over. Butin this I have been dis- 
appointed. The very title of the bill introduces the 
log cabin as a political reminiscence calculated to 
lead to political discussion; indeed, it has so led 
some of the senators who have addressed you. I did 
suppose that the charges that have been made in the 
heated partisan presses, that the late presidential 
election was influenced by stock-jobbing considera- 
tions in England, would not have found their way 
into this august body. But here, again, I have been 
mistaken. And since the charge has been made, I 
desire to know what state has been so operated upon. 
Let the charge be located. For my state and her 
citizens I repel it. 1 had seen in the columns of the 
party presses, immediately after the election for 
president, the charge that the election had been car- 
ried by fraud. This we had a right to expect, for 
it is a principle in our nature to attribute our defeat 
to any thing else than a defect in ourselves or our 
conduct; and, so long as the charge had no special 
location, 1 thought it but the privilege of the defeat- 
ed party to excuse themselves, even at the expense 
of facts and of the feelings of their opponents: but, 
to my utter astonishment, I saw in the official organ 
the location of this fraud in my own state. [I had 
been there at the time of the election, had heard and 
seen much, and I now declare to you that I honest- 
ly believe there never was a more fair and honest 
expression of public opinion in the state than there 
was at the elections there last summer and autumn. 
There may have been illegal votes given, and no 
doubt were, but, ifso, I have good reason to believe 
they were unknown to the judges and inspectors, 
and were not confined to one side alone. 

I am aware that an argument has been based on 
the fact that there were more votes given in August 
and November than there were polls assessed in the 
spring. Admit this to be true, and does it prove 
that the excess were illegal votes, or that they were 
all cast on one side? Or may it not rather be attri- 
buted to the fact that all the polls were not taken by 
the assessors in the spring, or that some may have 
come of age between the time of the assessinent and 
the election? This would be the charitable view of 
the matter. Add to this the fact that these same 
assessors accidentally returned ‘2,235,906 acres of 
land less than the true amount,”’ and then make the 
calcuialion, and you will find that the vote of Indi- 
ana does not bear a higher proportion to the popula- 
tion than an average of other states, and i! seems to 
me that even the official would consent to raise the 
float from Indiana, and seek some other point of lo- 
cation. It does not become me to say what was the 
cause of the defeat of the administration party at the 
late election. ‘The senator from Arkansas and my- 
self said a few words on that subject at the com- 
mencement of my remarks. Still I may be permit- 
ted to say, without departing from the course of re- 
mark I have laid down for myself, that I attribute 
the result to the fact that those in power lived too 
far from the people, knew too little of their interest, 
cared too little for their wishes, pressed upon the 
country obnoxious measures, attempted to entrench 
themselves in power by the application of doctrines 
with which the great body of the people had no 
sympathy, and treated with disdain, contempt, 
slander and abuse, the candidate of their choice.— 
While the warning rebuke has been pronounced in 
tones of thunder, it has been both solemn and in- 
structive. It bas proclaimed tothe world the power 
of the ballot-box, and the perpetuity of our glorious | 
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March 2. Mr. Wall presented the credentials of 
the hon. Jacob W. Miller, senator elect from New 
Jersey, from and after the fourth of March next. 

The vice president laid before the senate a report 
of the secretary of the treasury, transmitting infor- 
mation concerning the annual appropriations and 
expenditures. 

Mr. Young moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the same number of the memorials 
presented by the people called Mormons or “latter day 
saints,” to the senate of the United States at the last 
session of congress, together with the affidavits taken 
and presented in support of the same, be printed for 
the use of the senate, as have been printed of a docu- 
ment purporting to be the testimony given before the 
judge of the state of Missouri, in the trial of Joseph 
Smith and others on the alleged charges of high trea- 
son and other crimes against the state. 

Mr. Young said that statements had been made 
in documents presented from the legislature of Mis- 
souri, which, if all contained in them was correct, 
would go to show that these “latter day saints” 
were a very dangerous people. He thought, how- 
ever, they ought at least to have an opportunity of 
defending themselves; and they had assured him 
they would defend their memorial in all its essential 
points. The government, he believed, had been 
called on to pay the militia of Missouri for putting 
down the Mormons, 

Mr. Linn must beg leave to interrupt the senator; 
Missouri never called on the government for any 
such thing; the senator was entirely mistaken. 
The proper place for the memorial was the legisla- 
ture of Missouri, not the senate of the United 
States. Was the senate to undertake to bring Mis- 
souri to her bar to answer to the complaint of the 
Mormons? When their memorial had been pre- 
sented at a prior session, he had told the senate it 
was ex parte, and reflected itnproperly on the state. 
It was, however, published to the world; and the 
statementhe had received from the legislature, set- 
ting forth all the facts, was also published; and 
there ought to be an end of the matter. 

Mr. Young moved to print the same number of 
the present document as had been printed of that 
from the legislature of Missouri. 

Mr. Hubbard moved to lay the motion to print 
on the table. Mr. Young asked the yeas and nays; 
when the vote stood as follows: yeas 22, nays 12. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, in answer to the memorial of the corporate 
authorities of Baltimore, asking for a suitable forti- 
fication at Soller’s point flats, nade a report of con- 
siderable length, closing with the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to cause to be laid before the senate, at the 
next session of congress, reports upon the military and 
naval condition of the country; showing the fortifica- 
tions or other permanent defences commenced, com- 
pleted, projected or deemed necessary— 

Ist. For the northern frontier, from Lake Superior 
to Passamaquoddy bay. 

2d. For the maratime frontier from Passamaquoeddy 
bay to Cape Florida. 

3d. For the gulf frontier, from Cape Florida to the 
Sabine bay. 

4th. For the western frontier, from the Sabine bay 
to Lake Superior. ' 

‘Together with a conjectured estimate of the expenses 
of constructing or completing such works as may not 
yet have been completed or commenced; going into 
the state of the armament of the fortifications, the ar- 
mories, magazines and foundaries, the floating or other 
steam batteries, all vessels, ships of war, navy yards, 
docks, naval establishments, &c. that may have been 
commenced or deemed necessary. 

Mr. Benton explained the object of the report; it 
was to obtain the views of the coming administra- 
tion in relation to the systein of national defence. 
Three different plans had been presented: one from 
a board of officers, one submitted under the admi- 
nistration of general Jackson in 1830, and another 
in the administration of Mr. Van Buren in 1840. 
It was not proper, he thought, to report on an isolat- 
ed case, when a general system of national defence 
was indispensable. He moved that the report be 
laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. Preston rose and spoke at very considerable 
length, painting the defenceless condition of the 
whole country, as well along the northeastern boun- 
dary as from Passamaquoddy bay to Florida. Nota 
spot was there throughout that wide extended range 
that could defend itself from a single frigate of the 
enewy. He pointed to N. York, to Charleston, and 
in short, to every city in the country, and asked, 
where was there one that could successfully resist 
any ordinary force? It was lamentable to think 
how the national defence had been neglected by a 
party which, for the last twelve years, bad large 
majorities in both branches. How could they ac- 








form of government. 





count to the people for a remissness so deplorable? 








——— 
Every thing connected with the defence bad gong 
into a state of dilapidation and decay. He expresg 
ed his deep regret that so much precious time should 
have been lost, and which, he feared, could ne 
be recalled. 

Mr. Benton said he would not take up the time of 
the senate now to answer the arguments of the se. 
nator from South Carolina, but he would pledge 
himself to controvert them all when the inate 
came up at the next session. He would make no 
speeches for the galleries. 

Mr. Presion apprehended that speeehes to the 
ove were made from the other side of the 

ouse rather than on his. 

Mr. Hubbard moved to lay the subject on the ta. 
ble; which was agreed to. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the house bill making appropriation for the civj} 
and diplomatic expenses oi the government for the 
year 1841. 

This bill having been amended in severat particu. 
lars, which amendments were discussed by Messrs, 
Henderson, Wright, Anderson, Southard, Prentiss, 
Preston, Calhoun and others, the ainendments were 
ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill making appropriations for the naval ser. 
vice of the United States for 1841 was taken up in 
committee of the whole, and, after having been 
amended, was ordered to be engrossed. , 

Tbe house bill making appropriations for the 
stipport of the army for the year 1841, after being 
amended, and the amendment debated at great 
length by Messrs. Benton, Pierce, Hubbard Sevier, 
Henderson, Wright, Porter, Norveil, Calhoun, White 
and others, was ordered to be read a third time. 

A bill to authorise the issues of patents for certain 
entries of the public lands, and a bill explanatory of 
an act supplemental to an act entitled ‘an act to 
grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public 
Jands,”’ approved June 22, 1838, were considered in 
committee of the whole and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the bill for chartering 
the banks for the District of Columbia was taken 
up, and amended by Messrs. Clay, of Alabama, and 
Wright, when Mr. Tappan moved to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert as an amend- 
ment a bill embracing the following features: 

Every stockhoider shall record his stock in the 
clerk’s office, the schedule of the same to be pub- 
lished every three months in the newspapers of the 
District; every sale and transfer to be placed on re- 
cord and published within ten days. 

To issue no notes of less than $20, under a penal- 
ty of five hundred dollars. 

If specie be refused, enabling any justice to enter 
up judgment with 20 per cent. damage, and cost of 
sult. 

Making the passing of any note by any indivi- 
dual, of less than $20, liable to a forfeiture of dou- 
ble the amount of the note. 

That if any person shall establish a bank and is- 
sue notes as money, without means of redeeming 
the same in current coin, he shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and on conviction shall be im- 
prisoned not less than three nor more than ten years. 

Mr. Tappan spoke in favor of the principles of 
his amendment, and against banking generally, until 
a late hour, when he gave way for a motion to go 
into executive business; after which the senate 
took a recess. 

Evening session. The vice president having called 
the senate to order, he arose and addressed the se- 
nate as follows: 

Yesterday I intimated to the senate that I should, 
some time during the session of this day, feel it my 
duty to retire from my seat, for the purpose of giv- 
ing the senate an opportunity of selecting a presid- 
ing officer, for the convenience of organization on 
the 4th of March; and I have selected this moment 
for that purpose, and to separate the official ties 
which have existed between myself and the mem- 
bers of this body for the Jast four years. I have 
much doubted the propriety of making any remarks 
on this occasion. What I say, therefore, shall be 
very brief, because the time would not permit, nor 
would it be proper for me to give utterance to all 
that my feelings suggest. 

In taking my leave of the members of this body, 
language is inadequate to express the feelings 
which agitate my bosom. I have been associated 
with a very great majority of the members of the 
senate, not only here during the last four years, 
but for many years in the councils of our common 
country; and it has been my great happiness during 
that period, whatever diversity of opinion or senti- 
ment has existed between me and my political 
friends on minor points, or between me and those 
from whom I differ on points of greater magnitude, 
to know that my personal relations with them have 
ever been kind and tender. I was elected to the 
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college, and by a majority of the votes of the senate, 
after having served my country for the term of thir- 
ty-two years—two years in my native state as a 
member of the tegislature, and thirty years in the 
congress of the U. States, either as a member of the 
house of representatives or as a member of the se- 
nate; and inthe discharge of the labors and toils 
which devolved upon me in this chair—humble as 
was the attempt to discharge them faithfully—my 
station has been rendered pleasant and agreeable: 
and I must not omit to say that, whatever momen- 
tary agitation or excitement in debate may have 
interrupted the harmony and quiet and order of the 
body, I can declare, with truth and with candor, 
that such has been the generous, the magnanimous 
course of the individual members of the body, and 
particularly such has been their indulgence towards 
me, who never studied the rules of order technically, 
that my station here has been rendered pleasant and 
agreeable. And if, in the discharge of my official 
duties, I have ever failed to gain your approbation 
or to meet your acquiescence in the course I have 

ursued, it has always arisen, not from any want of 
inclination, but from a want of ability on my part 
to have formed them better. It has been my con- 
stant endeavor to act with perfect impartiality to- 
wards the members of this body. I viewed each 
senator as the representative of a sovereign and in- 
dependent state, and as entitled to equal considera- 
tion from me. The place from which I am about 
to retire will be occupied by a distinguished citizen 
of Virginia, who has been called by the voice of the 
people to this station: and I should not do jus- 
tice to myself if I did not say that I retire from it 
without the least dissatisfaction; for, humble as 
have been my services to my country, I have been 
devoted to the great radical and fundamental prin- 
ciple of submission to the voice of the people when 
constitutionally expressed. 

1 now return to you, one and all, my grateful 
acknowledgments for the kindness and friendship 
which have always been extended towards me, and 
wish you all well, whatever destiny may attend you. 
And when [am far distant from you—as time must 
separate us all even here, not to speak of hereafter 
—as long as I shall have my recollection to remem- 
ber the associations which I have had with this bo- 
dy, I shall always be animated by the sentiment of 
kindness and friendship with which I take my final 
leave of the senate. 

The vice president having retired, and the chair 
being occupied by Mr. Hubbard— 

Mr. Mangum submitted the following resolution 
for the consideration of the senate: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of the senate 
are due and are hereby tendered to Ricnarp M. Joun- 
son, the president of the senate, for the dignity and im- 
partial with which he has presided over its delibera- 
ions. 

The resolution having been read by the secretary 

Mr. Mangum said: I do not know, sir, that it 
will be out of place in me to rise in the senate, on 
this oceasion, to notice the conduct of our presiding 
officer, for I have had the honor of a personal ac- 
quaintance with that gentleman for many years 
past; and though it has been my misfortune, during 
a great portion of that time, to take differeiit views 
on great political questions, I apprehend that I, in 
common with the great portion of the body of the 
people of the United States, can entertain but one 
sentiment respecting the kindness and excellence 
of his personal character; for his kindness, his ge- 
nerosity, his magnanimity, have placed him high in 
the estimation of every good man, without respect 
to political distinctions. I but give vent to my 
tnaflected feelings of respect on this occasion, yet 
I should not have risen and obtruded myself in ad- 
vance of others, but for the consideration that it 
would proceed with a better grace from one who 
has taken diiferent views, but whose private opinion 
of that distinguished man has never been impaired. 


I therefore nove the unanimous adoption of the re- 
solution. 


Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said: I rise, sir, with 
Peculiar satisfaction, to second the motion of my 
friend near me. Perhaps fhat moiion should have 
proceeded from myself, as one of the representatives 
of the state from which that gentleman comes. I 
should most undoubtedly have made such a motion, 
if it had not been made by the senator from North 
Carolina; but I am happy that my friend has 
thought proper to offer this resolution. Sir, with- 
out meaning to refer at all to those great questions 
of national policy on which it is my misfortune to 
differ from the vice president, who has just retired 
from the chair, T bear a willing testimony to his 
worth. He possesses that which I consider as one 
of the best qualities of our nature—an excellence of 
heart, and a kindness of disposition and of feeling 
towards all our common race. And in relation to 
the station he has filled, | can bear, as I do, with 





equal pleasure, this further testimony, that, on all 
occasions, he has evinced a perfect impartiality; 
and I have been able to judge, in the discharge of 
his duties, a quality amongst the first, if not the 
very first, to be possessed by the presiding officer 
of any deliberative body. Sir, he has been distin- 
guished, both in the field and the cabinet of his 
country; and, wherever he has been known, he has 
been esteemed and beloved for his patriotism, for 
his worth, and for his kindness of heart; and I hope, 
in the retirement which he is about to enter, he may 
continue to enjoy that felicity which should ever be 
felt by those who, whatever may have been their 
errors of judgment—and errors of judgment all 
must have made, more or less—have the conscious- 
ness of having discharged, according to their best 
beige their duty to their country. 

he resolution was then unanimously agreed to, 
and the senate adjourned. 

March 8. The vice president having retired last 
evening from the chair, the hon. Wm. R. King, of 
Alabama, was elected president pro tempore of the 
senate. The votes were, for Mr. King 16; for Mr. 
Southard 9; for Mr. Huntington 2; and one vote each 
for thrge other senators. 

In the course of the day the bill which had pass- 
ed the honse of representatives for extending for 
the term of five years the act of 1838 concerning 
navy pensions came up for consideration; and, after 
debate, was, on motion of Mr. Buchanan, ordered 
to lie on the table, (virtually rejected). Mr. Wal- 
ker afterwards moved a reconsideration of this vote; 
and the senate refused to reconsider it by a vote of 
23 nays to 17 yeas. 

The senate held an executive session to a late 
hour at night, and afterwards adjourned sine die. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, March 1. On motion of Mr. Russell a 
resolution was adopted, changiag the hour of meet- 
ing to 10 o’clock, A. M. and pointing out the rou- 
tine of business. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the state of the union, and took up the 
bill making appropriations for fortifications—Mr. 
Dawson in the chair. The bill having been read, 
Mr. Waddy Thompson moved to increase the pro- 
posed amount for the repairs of Fort Independence 
and sea-wall of Castle island from 35,000 to 90,000 
dollars. Hestated he had been requested by the 
military committee to move this amendment. 

Mr. Jones resisted this amendment. 

Mr. Thompson appealed to Mr. J. After some 
further remarks by Messrs. Hunt and Fillmore, Mr. 
Thompson withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Cross then moved to insert an amendment to 
appropriate $50,000 for Fort Wayne. But before 
it was considered, Mr. Thompson made a point of 
order, insisting that the bill might be laid aside by 
a vote of the house, without general consent. 

Mr. Cross insisted on the floor, and was urging 
his amendment, when the chair said it would be in 
order at the end of the bill. 

Mr. Smith moved an ainendment appropriating 
$6,000 for forts Preble and Scammel in Portland 
harbor. 

Messrs. Thompson and Jones both stated that there 
was an unexpended appropriation of last year for 
these objects. 

Mr. Smith warmly urged the defenceless condi- 
tion of the coast of Maine. 

Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson had voted with great hesi- 
tancy for any forts whatever; not that he was op- 
posed to defences by fortifications, but because we 
were spending money on forts and then leaving 
them unarmed. Scarce one was at this moment 
fully equipped with ordnance. 

After showing the condition of the respective for- 
tifications, Mr. J. concluded by moving to lay aside 
the bill now before the committee, to take up the 


bill from the committee on military affairs, with a; 


view to move an amendment to it empowering the 
president of the United States to purchase a site for 
a foundry, and to enter into contracts for the requi- 
site ordnance. 

The gentleman from Maine would find this a 
better mode of securing the coast of Maine than to 
repair forts to fall into the hands of the enemy. 

Mr. Pickens rose to free the committee from an 
erroneous impression that an angry corgespondence 
had taken place between the British and American 
ministers as to the case of McLeod. He was hap- 
py to state that he had just received authentic in- 
formation stating that no correspondence of that 
complexion had taken place; none going to vary 
in the least the previous state of that question; no- 
thing ot sufficient importance to he communicated 
to either government. 

Mr. P. hoped the bill from the committee of ways 
and means would be speedily adopted. The system 
of defence should be carefully and eoolly adopted, 


When a proper system should be adopted, he was 
ready to vote any amount necessary to carry it into 
effect—far more than could be raised from a wretch- 
ed system of duties on silks and wines. He hoped 
that central points would be taken and fortified, 
but with a view to connexion with the navy. The 
existing plan of fortification had been brought from 
France by a very distinguished French officer, but 
was totally unfit for this country. Mr. P. designat- 
ed a few of these points. 

(Mr. Barnard inquired what was to be done at 
the outlet of Lake Champlain?] 

Mr. P. said it would be futile, it would be mad- 
ness, for the British to attempt an invasion in that 
quarter: circumstances had completely changed 
since 1812: our densest population was now in that 
quarter of the union: and the movement would be 
one from our country upon Canada, and not from 
Canada upon us. Let there be a general system 
provided for the whole country: when that should 
be done, be would vote any amount that the honor 
and safety of the country should require. 

Mr. Tillinghast stated that the estimates from the 
war department had been graduated, not by a re- 
gard to the actual wants of our defences, but to the 
amount which the treasury could spare to this ge- 
neralobject. He protested against this, and against 
the idea of so relying on the substitution of steam 
batteries and naval defence as to drop all regard to 
our fortifications. Heurged the adoption of the bill 
from the military committee. 

Mr. Cushing admitted that the question of forti- 
fications was one of the most difficult ever submit- 
ted to congress. The present system of forts was 
a relic of the old system which had prevailed in the 
days of the revolution, on which had been engraft- 
ed that suggested by gen. Bernard, who has select- 
ed the salient points of the coast to be secured, 
and had then classified the works first to be com- 
pleted, and then those which could be deferred, &c. 
In view of all this, the practical questions continu- 
ally came up. How much should be given each 
year to these works? whether we should wait for 
improvements? and whether we should look solely 
to the state of the treasury? There was a true and 
sound principle applicable to all the works of the 
first class. He denied that the system of general 
Bernard, in application to the first and second class, 
was liable to any objection; no change in the mode 
of defences could ever render these antiquated. 
Whatever may be the improvements from the in- 
troduction of steam or use of new projectiles, he 
should assume that these works were not ever to be 
abandoned. Mr. C. referred to an able report of 
colonel Totten. He protested against the idea that 
floating batteries and ships of war were to super- 
sede the use of fixed batteries, as heretofore used. 
However desirable it might be that steam frigates 
and steam batteries should be added to our fleet, 
yet he repudiated the idea that these forts were to 
be neglected or abandoned. He derided the ap- 
prehension that our great cities were to be bombard- 
ed and destroyed; they would be seized only as 
points for a foothold and for the depot of naval 
forces on our coast. He dwelt upon the facility of 
concentrating our people to defend any point as- 
sailed, and desired they should have the aid of for- 
tifications in repelling the enemy. But, beside our 
Allantic frontier, we had a long line of frontier in 
an unprotected condition; and to this he called the 
attention of the house and the country. Trne, we 
were in contact with but three nations, Texas, 
Mexico and Great Britain. From the first two we 
had nothing to apprehend; but the third was the 
greatest land and naval power on earth, uniting the 
military ambition of Rome with the maritime am- 
bition of Carthage and her avaricious spirit. Of a 
frontier line of two thousand miles between her 
and us, but one-third part was free froin dispute; 
two-thirds remained unsettled. All our frontier 
was contiguous to the military posts of Great Bri- 
tain. Our commerce to New Orleans passed a 
narrow and tortuous channel, whose coast was fill- 
ed with points fortified by Britain. Not only did 
this frontier need fortification, but the north and 
northeastern frontier required it in like degree. 
The United States were bound by the innate, un- 
dying spirit of liberty to look well te her defences, 
Still, he repeated the declaration that he had not 
the slightest apprebension of the occurrence of an 
war with Great Britain. The gentleman froin 
Maine (Mr. Smith) said he was so much engaged 
in diplomacy that be had lost all fears of war. 

Mr. Smith explained. He had only said that the 
gentleman’s tone respecting war was such as be- 
came a diplomatist; not that he was busy in diplo- 
macy, but only that he hoped to be. 

Mr. Cushing replied; denying that he wished or 
would accept md post under government. Here 
was his proper sphere; he sought no other; so long 





as he should enjoy the confidence of his consti- 
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tuents, he should continue to act as an independent 
member of congress. Mr. C.. denied that he had 
changed his tone as to the subjectof war. He 
talked war now as he had talxed it heretofore: and 
he talked peace in like manner. Though he.trust- 
ed not soon, yet, knowing that the United States 
had once been compelled to contend in arms for 
independence, and again for the freedom of the 
seas, with Great Britain, the time must come when 
she would be compelled to do the. same again for 
the security. and integrity of her soil. 

Mr. Anderson, of. Maine, offered an amendment, 
which his colleague (Mr, Smith) accepted as amo- 
dification, for other points on the coast of Maine on 
which works had been commenced.or ordered. He 
was ata loss to know why the appropriations of 
congress had been confined to the harbor of Port- 
lant when the whole coast lay utterly defenceless 
from the attacks of a British maritime force. Mr. 
A. referred to documents in support of the view he 
had submitted, and strongly urged the necessity of 
providing the defences he had included in the 
amendment. 

Mr. Vanderpoel opposed the idea of laying aside 
the regular bill from the committee, under the 
sanction of the departments, and taking up another 
from a different committee, proposing larger, much 


| 


larger, appropriations for a magnificent system of 


fortification. He was as much awake to the ne- 
cessity for defence as any man: but other conside- 
rations were to be looked at. Here doctors dis- 
agreed: some held thatthe immense sums we had 
spent on these forts were thrown away; that, in 
spite of all the millions appropriated, the country 
was defenceless, and a single frigate might capture 
the city of New York! Instead of a new system 
for forts, his plan was entirely different. Every 
few days we bad a war humbug to authorise the 
picking of the people’s pockets. This very morn- 
ing he had; heard about a most angry correspon- 
dence between Mr. Fox and Mr. Forsyth. 

His plan was to appropriate only for forts already 
begun, and then to appoint a commission to report 
on the point whether these forts were or were not 
worthy of being relied on, 

Mr. Thompson replied that this very thing had 
been done. In May, 1840, a most luminous re- 
port had been rendered by some of the ablest mili- 
tary men in this country or in any other, going to 
show that the new inventions in gunnery and steam 
navigation rendered works like those now proposed 
by the military committee more needed than ever. 
He trusted he should hear no more of these wild 
and unfounded assertions by men unacquainted 
with military science. 

Mr. Vanderpoel said he was a man of peace, and 
professed not to ‘‘speak of war in the presence of 
Hannibal.” Bat he must object to a magnificent bill 
at atime when gentlemen were proclaiming that 
the country was exhausted, and on the brick of 
ruin. Mr. V. here went back to the history of the 
distribution bill, when gentlemen, instead of apply- 
ing our surplus to the defence of the countiy, di- 
vided it among the states. But now, when they 
saw the country was fainting, and almost dying, 
gentlemen’s patriotism was vivid as the lightning. 
He was glad, however, to find that the fears of war 
were disclaiined on every side. Why, then, tax a 
people ground down by the mal-administration of 
these dreadful locos? He protested against il, and 
washed his hands of it. 

Mr. Fillmore wished to know whether any mem- 
ber of the foreign committee had received any ad- 
ditional information relating to our relations with 
Great Britain since the house met. 

No reply being given—Mr. F. said the public 
statement made by Mr. Pickens was wholly incon- 
sistent with what he had communicated to Mr. I. 
but a few minutes before. As to any change in the 
language of western New York, he would be glad 
if his colleague (Mr. Vanderpoel) would point out 
any evidence of this. 

Mr. Vanderpoel referred to a speech by Mr. F. 
on the outrage upon the Caroline. 

Mr. Fillmore denied that his tone had ever chang- 
edon that subject. He thought and spoke of it 
now ashe ever had done. It was an unmitigated 
outrage. Yet Mr. F. did not, on that account, ap- 

rove of an inflammatory report, and vote to spread 
it through the country, and then rise bere and pro- 
fess to be ‘a manof peace.” He denied that the 
works for which this bill provided were useless; 
and as to waiting for new plans of defence, and 
then voting immense appropriations, as Mr. Pickens 
had promised to do, would it not be better first to 
call on Gieat Britain to wait, in her attack on us, 
till we were prepared with a grand systein to resist 
her? 

Mr. Pickens (who had now just entered the 

hall) explained, and stated his gratification in being 
able to state that since his conversation with Mr. 





F. he had received authentic information which 
contradicted the previous rumor.. 

Mr. Fillmore rejoiced to-hear it, but still dwelt 
on the necessity of keeping our eyes open to facts 
before us. Mr. F. was now.going. to state some- 
thing in relation McLeod; when the chatr admo- 
bished him against wandering from the subject. 

Mr, F. resumed. The act of McLeod had been 
avowed by the British minister as an act authorised 
by the government of a British province. If so, 
did gentlemen suppose the British government 
would abandon MeLeod to his fate? It was a plain 
question, and a very important one. ‘True, there 
was a probability he would be acquitted. But if 
he should be condemned, what would probably 
follow? Were the laws of New York. to be sus- 
pended? and by what anthority? 
to look at this-state of things? He asked his col- 
league (Mr. Vanderpoel) if,under these circum- 
stances, he could justify bimself to leave the 
northern frontier wholly undefended? Was it right? 
Was it just? Mr. F. was not surprised that gen- 
tlemen on the Atlantic should be desirous of pro- 
viding for the safety of that frontier. 

Mr. F. had but five minutes’ walk to see the 
bristling British bayonets which in the same time 
could be brought into the heart of his own city. 
Was it not surprising that gentlemen could. insist 
on a bill whose appropriations were exclusively 
confined to the Atlantic coast? Even in the bill 
from the military committee but $75,000 were pro- 
posed for the whole internal frontier, while over 
two millions were appropriated for the coast. On 
that committee there were very few gentlemen 
who resided on the frontier; and this miglit possi- 
bly be the explanation of the fact. Great Britain 
was now building steam frigates on the lakes, and 
on the British side there was a canal, by which de- 
fences could be transferred from one lake to: ano- 
ther; while on our side there was nothing of the 
kind, What was the only argument urged in reply 
to this? Only that the war would be in Canada, 
and not in our own territory. Why? Why should 
the standing army of Great Britain, now in Cana- 
da, (which was larger than the whole standing 
army of the United States), abstain from marching 
over the line? Had they not the power of locomo- 
tion? 

Mr. Monroe observed that the committee on mi- 
litary affairs had been instructed to make a report 
proposing measures for the defence of the country, 
and to introduce a bill for such fortifications as were 
immediately necessary. The committee had, ac- 
cordingly, given the whole subject a thorough in- 
vestigation, and had reported the lowest possible 
amount which could be made to answer. Mr. M. 
had, himself, been in favor of reporting an amourt 
much greater; but the committee concluded to re- 
duce their estimate to the lowest practicable point, 
which was $1,718,000. Mr. M. was satisfied with 
the bill, and he could wish that gentlemen, instead 
of spending the time in talking about it, would vote 
the bill without delay. As to the bill from the 
committee of ways and means, now before the 
committee, it had been founded on estimates sent 


from the departments before the present session of 


congress, and before there had been a word said, in 
any quarter, on the subject of war. 

Mr. M. said he had listened to the remarks made 
by his colleague over the way, (Mr. Vanderpoel), 
with pain. It was not without deep pain that he 
had witnessed the course pursued by that gentle- 
inan for the last two or three days; for he perceived 
that his colleague was determined to vote nothing 
for the defence of the country. That gentleman 
ow came and advised the committee to go for the 
bill that appropriated the least sum, and characteriz- 
ed the bill from the committee on military affairs as 
“ridiculous.” My colleague, (observed Mr. M.) 
says that expostulations have been addressed to 
him against the whole system of forts and fortifica- 
tion. Good heavens! is it possible? From whom 
could such expostulations come? I am truly sorry 
for the gullibility of my friend: it makes me sorry 
to think of it. My colleague tells us that a single 
frigate could lay New York under contribution: 
and I must take the liberty of saying that 1 have 
no doubt such is the fact: yes; a single frigate can, 
at any hour of the day, lay that wealthy city under 
contribution. The Great Western, with her one 
or two guifs, might do it. Ido not mean to say 
that such a force could keep possession: far from it: 
it would quickly have to retreat; but then the mis- 
chief would have been done. 

The honorable gentleman talks about this sys- 
tem of defence by fortification just as if he knew 
any thing about it. I do not myself pretend to 
know much on the subject, but I am very sure my 
colleague knows much less than I do. 

When the report from the committee on foreign 
relations was brought in by my friend from South 


Was it not wise | 


Carolina, I voted neither in favor of printing jt, no, 
against, printing it.,,.1 considered it as meanip 
more than. met the eye; and when I had heard the 
report, I supposed that the administration party 
had convicted itself; that it had seen its error, ang 
was now prepared to go for any just and proper 
ayotem of defence. But it seems not; it seems that 
they will not go for any; and I have no doubt that 
any proposition to increase the amount in this bi}} 
will be rejected by them. What I mean to say is, 
that negotiations are now going on of a character {o 
justify the house in putting the country at least into 
a decent posture of defence; sufficient, at any rate, 
to enable gentlemen here to. talk big, if they do no 
more; tu give them something to talk upon; at pre- 
sent, much of this big talk is ridiculous. 

My colleague says that he is glad the tone of 
some gentlemen in this house is changed. If he 
means thatremark toapply to me, I tell him that my 
tone has not changed. I have seen nothing to induce 
me to change the opinion that there is some reason 
to apprebend danger of a war. I trust the difficulties 
are but such as we can but honorably get out of; | 
presume they are. I am not prepared to say we 
shall have war. I trust we shall not. I deprecate 
it as much asany one can do; for there is not a man 
in the country that will lose more by it than I shall. 
It will reduce me so low that I shall be obliged to 
apply to my friend the secretary for a commission. 
I hope that, instead of talking about any thing so 
silly as that we are to have no more fortifications, 
and that forts have been superseded by the modern 
improvements in the art of war, my friend from N. 
York will vote for our bill. Really-—though I have 
great respect for that gentlemen—I must say, that 
he does, at times, throw out things which are ut- 
terly inconceivable to me. The military committee, 
I repeat, have given to this subject the deepest and 
most mature consideration; they have acted upon 
the best information; and, as they are responsible 
only for presenting a bill, and not for its success, 
they have now done their duty; and it only remains 
for the committee to do theirs. 

As to what had been said about the existing sys- 
tem of fortification being brought from France and 
| devised by general Bernard, Mr. M. said it was 
true that that distinguished officer had much to do 
with reporting it; but he was not its sole author: 
the board contained other men besides gen. Ber- 
nard. He had been associated with Swift, McCrae 
and ‘lotten—men not surpassed by any ina pro- 
found acquaintance with their profession. The whole 
engineer corps were a body of men entitled to high 
respect; and they were far from being in favor of 
dispensing with fortifications. It was lamentably 
true that our forts still remained unarmed; and Mr. 
M. would heartily unite with the gentleman from 
Maryland, (Mr. Johnson), in appropriating any 
sumn necessary to arm them, without stopping to 
talk about wines and silks; and sure he was that 
the American people would go with him, for they 
were as much opposed to being whipped as any 
people on the face of the earth. Not that Mr. M. 
had the slightest idea that they would continue 
whipped; that was impossible; but he was against 
seeing them whipped at all. 


His colleague had advised him to let the people 
rest, Yes; he wished them to rest; and, that they 
might rest safely, he was for suitably defending 
them, and he, therefore, hoped the house would 
make suitable appropriations to secure that object; 
for our defences were now in a deplorable condi- 
tion. Mr. M. concluded by expressing his hope that 
the bill from the military committee would be taken 
up. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson was in favor of taking up the 
bill from the military committee, and made some 
remarks deprecating the practice of discussing sub- 
jects not immediately before the house. He was 
desirous of amending the bill by making an appro- 
priation of $75,000 for the purchase of a site for a 
national foundry. He adverted to the large amount 
for forts, which wanted more than 3,000 cannon— 
like the ostrich, which hides its head and thinks its 
whole body hid. Gentlemen were looking at the 
popular feeling within their own states, without 
looking whether the forts could be armed. Unless 
guns were provided, Mr. J. could vote for no re- 
pairs or new fortifications. Five thousand cannon 
were wanted for the security of the coasts. He 
concluded by appealing to the committee to decide 
which of the two bills they would take up. 


Mr. Pope addressed the committee, and entreat- 
ed them to act at once on the bill now before them; 
there was no hope a party with a majority in both 
houses would pass a bill from the other side of the 
house. As to war, there certainly was a change of 
tone in certain gentlemen. Certain of going out, 
they were warm for war, while those who were 
coming in felt something of its responsibility. I* 
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was like @ young man courting a young lady and 

romising every thing, but alter marriage the tone 
There was a vast difference 
between in and out. Promises made, even by 
whigs when. they were out, were one thing; when 
they were in, they would feel matters greatly al- 


d. , 
"1 to defending the western frontier, if the com- 


mittee would aid Mr. Cross in getting the obstruc- 
tions removed in Red river, it would do more to- 
ward that object than all other things put together. 
Mr. P. had little doubt we must, eventually, at 
some time, have a war with Great Britain; she 
never would abandon her occupation of Oregon till 
compelled by force. We had men and brave ones 
in abundance; but we needed money, the sinews of 
war; when this could be provided, we should soon 
be ready for a contest with any nation in the world. 

At this point the house took a recess.] 

‘vening session. The committee reassembled at 
four o’clock, when Mr. Pope resumed and conclud- 
ed his remarks; and was followed by Messrs. Hand, 
Jameson, Starkweather, and others. After various 
attempts to amend the bill by inserting additional 
items of appropriation, the committee rose and 
reported it to the house, with three small amend- 
ments, which were agreed to, and the bill was 
forthwith passed under the Operation of the pre- 
vious question. An effort was then made to take 
up the bill from the senate to continue the cor- 
porate existence of the banks of the District of Co- 
lumbia, pending which the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, March2. Mr. Doty, of Wiskonsin, ask- 
ed leave to introduce the following resolution, which 
was objected to: 

“Resolved, That the hours from twelve to half past 
two o’clock to-morrew be set apart for the considera- 
tion of territorial business.” 

The motion of Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson, pending 
last evening, to take up the bill of the senate to ex- 
tend for two years, with severe restrictions, the 
charters of the banks of the district of Columbia, 
was announced from the chair. 

A call of the house was ordered; and the roll was 
called and 146 members answered to their names. 

A large quorum being present, further proceed- 
ings in the call were dispensed with, and the ques- 
tion was put on the motion that the rules be sus- 
pended for the consideration of said bill. The yeas 
and nays were taken, and resulted as follows: For 
the suspension 74, against it 71. ‘I'wo-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative the question was lost. 

After the consideration of various private bills, 
the house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, and proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the military academy for the year 1841. Mr. 
Wise was called to the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Andrews moved, as a test vote, to strike out 
the enacting clause of the bill; which was promptly 
rejected without a count. The bill was thereupon 
laid aside. 

The house, in committee of the whole, took into 
consideration the bill reported by the committee of 
ways and means at the last session, making appro- 
priations for surveys and other purposes, 

Various amendments, making appropriations for 
different objects, were proposed and discussed, and 
at half past 2 o’clock, the house took the usual 
recess until 4 o’clock, 

Evening session. At4o’clock, Mr. Wise resum- 
ed the chair, and called the committee to order—se- 
veral amendments having been offered and discuss- 
ed,on motion, the committee rose and reported the 
billmaking appropriations for the military academy; 
and further reported that, on the bill making appro- 
priations for surveys, the committee had come to 
no conclusion. 

The question then came up on the engrossment 
and third reading of the military academy bill.— 
And the question being put, it passed in the affir- 
native. 

The bill, being engrossed, was read a third time, 
passed and sent to the senate for concurrence, 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, asked the house 
to take up the bill from the senate, to revive and 
amend an act to appoint commissioners to settle 
claims to land, under the 14th article of the Choc- 
taw Indian treaty; which “being objected to, Mr. 
Thompson moved to suspend the rules, which was 
refused, 


The house then proceeded, in committee of the 


whole, to the consideration of the amendments of 


the senate to the bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of government; which 
amendments were severally read, amended and 
adopted, when at 10 o’clock the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 3. Mr Doty, of Wiskonsin, 
Offered a resolution setting apart this day, from 12 
to half past 2 o’elock, for the consideration of ter- 
ritorial business, 


The bill from the senate abolishing the office of 


collector of the customs at Currituck Inlet, North 
Carolina, was taken up and passed. 

Mr, Crabb moved to suspend the rules to take up 
the bill from the senate to reorganize the judicial 


circuits of the United States, and there not being 


two-thirds, the rules were not suspended. 

The house then took up the amendments of the 
senate to the bill making appropriations for the 
wa which were read and adopted. : 

he amendments to the bill making appropria- 
tions for the Indian department, &c. was next taken 
up, which were adopted as read. 

The amendments to the bill. making appropria- 
tions for the army was then taken up, and all but 
oue concurred in. ! 3 

The committee then took up the amendments of 
the senate to the bill making appropriations for the 
West Point military academy, which were read and 
concurred in. 

The amendments of the senate to the bill making 
appropriations for destitute Kickapoo Indians, and 
for the removal of the Swan Creek and Black River 
Indians, of Michigan, were read and adopted, ex- 
cept that in favor of Clements, Bryan & Co.; which 
latter amendment was debated until half past two 
o’clock, when the house took a recess. 

Evening session. At 4 o’clock the chair of the 
committee of the whole was resumed by Mr. White, 
of Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. Jones the committee rose and 
reported on the amendments of the senate to the 
bills making appropriations for the navy, army and 
the Indian department and treaty bill, leaving to be 
hereafter considered, in committee, the amendments 
of the senate to the bill for the relief of destitute 
Kickapoo Indians, which was pending when the 
committee rose for the recess. 

And then the amendments of the senate to the 
bill making appropriations for the Indian depart- 
ment and Indian treaty stipulations were again read 
aud agreed to by the house. And so the bill finally 
passed both houses. 

The amendments to the army appropriation bill, 
were then taken up and concurred in. 

The amendments to the West Point military aca- 
demy were taken up and adopted—and so this bill 
finally passed both houses. 

On motion of Mr. Jones the rule which prohibits 
the presentation to the president on the last day of 
the session any bill or resolution, so far as respects 
the several appropriation bills was suspended. 

Mr. Sergeant from the committee on the judicia- 
ry to whom the memorials against the official con- 
duct of judge Conkle of the western district of the 
state of New York, reported that there was not just 
cause for the interposition of the power of the 
house against the said judge, and asked that the 
committee be discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the subject. 

Mr. Curtis made an adverse report upon the pe- 
tition of certain steam navigation companies, pray- 
ing an alteration of the law of debentures, so that 
drawbacks of duties may be allowed upon foreign 
coals consumed on board of steam ships on the 
high seas, which was ordered to be printed. 

The house then again resolved itself into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. Mr. 
Lincoln was called to the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Evans moved the consideration of the bill to 
provide for the payment of the militia claims of the 
state of Maine. 

Mr. Turney called for the consideration of the 
unfinished business of the committee, to wit: the 
amendments to the senate to the bill making an 
appropriation for the relief of destitute Kickapoo 
Indians, &c. 

Mr. Wise insisted that these amendments was 
the business actually before the committee without 
aqnestion. ‘The chair assented 

Mr. Graves then claimed that the biil making ap- 
propriations for surveys and light bouses, which was 
before the committee yesterday, and remained un- 
finished, took precedence of any thing else. 


Much contusion here arose as to precedence of 


business. 

The house at length resumed the consideration 
of the amendments of the bill making appropria- 
tions for the relief of destitute Kickapoo Indians, 
and for the removal of Swan Creek and Black River 
Indians. 

The question pending was on a proposition to 
make the amendment of the senate providing for 
the claim of Bryan, Clements & Co. conform to a 
proposition submitted by the committee of claims 
of this house for the settlement of the same case. 

Mr. Stanly opposed the amendment of the senate 
unless the amendment of this house was adopted, in 
which case he would vote for it. 

An animating and exciting debate took place on 





this claim, in which it was advocated by Messrs. 








Clark, Brown, of Miss. Leet and Galbraiih; and 
opposed by Messrs. ‘Tillinghast, Wise, Graham, Gid- 
dings and Russell. 

The question was then put on the amendment of 
this house to the amendment of the senate—ayes 
73, noes 91, Sothe amendment to the amendinent 
was rejected. 

Mr. Wise inquired if any one could tell him who 
were the actual claimants in this ease. 

Mr. Stanly said it was useless to contend any 
longer; there were too many claimants within the 
bar, (laying much emphasis on the last words). 

Mr. Wise made further remarks as to who are the 
owners of the claim. 

Mr. Watterson said there were no persons what- 
soever concerned in the claim but those whose 
names appeared on the face of it—Clements, Bryan 
& Co.; the Co. was intended to cover gen. Clements, 
the brother of the claimant now here. 

Mr. Wise asked Mr. W. if he asserted this on 
his own knowledge, or from information from 
others? Mr. Waiterson. On my own knowledge. 

Mr. Wise then read a portion of the report of the 
committee of claims, stating a suspicion of secret 
partners, 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, gave a full statement 
of the ownership of the claim. 

Mr. Clark thought it wasa question the house 
had nothing to do with; the question to be decided 
was to the justice and equity of the claim. 

The question was then put to concur in the 
amendment of the senate: ayes 95, noes, 52. Sothe 
ainendment was adopted. 

Mr. £vans then called for the consideration of the 
bill to provide for the militia claims of the state of 
Maine. 

The question being put on taking up the bill, 
there appeared: ayes 92, noes 33. So the bill was 
taken into consideration by the committee. Hav- 
ing been read, Mr. Dawson proposed to amend, by 
a provision appropriating $208,618 to pay the mili- 
tia of Georgia for services rendered in the Indian 
war. The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Profit inquired what amount of money was 
required to pay the militia of Maine; and he wish. 
ed to know by what authority the militia were cal- 
led out. He wished the sum to be paid to be limited 
inthe bill. 

Mr. Evans answered that tie accounts were not 
audited, and, consequently, the amount was not 
ascertained. ‘That Maine had paid about $600,000, 
but did not expect to get through this bill over 
$200,000; leaving the state of Maine to pay out of 
her own treasury about $400,000. ‘The troops were 
called out by the governor of Maine, and not by the 
United States, as the militia of Georgia, Alabama, 
Tennessee and. other states had been called out. 
Mr. E. then, with great earnestness, advocated the 
bill. 

The bill was then, on motion of Mr. W. Thomp- 
son, amended by restricting the sum to $205 00. 

Mr. Alhkerton then moved an amendment to cover 
the claims of New Hampshire for militia called out 
at Indian Stream. 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, objected to the amendment 
as out of order, forthe reason that a bill was pend- 
ing before the house for the same purpose. 

The chair said it was substantially the same. 

Mr. Atherton referred toa note accompanying the 
rule, 

Mr. Smith asked if Mr. Atherton appealed? 

Mr. Atherton appealed, and argued in support of 
the appeal. 

The question was taken, and stood: ayes 50, noes 
40, No quorum voting, 

Mr. Atherton insisted that the question should be 
taken again. 

Mr. Thompson argued in favor of the appeal. Mr. 
Vander poel took the same ground. 1 

When, the question being put, the decision of the 
chair Was sustained: ayes 72, noes 65. 

Mr. Lewis then moved an amendment to cover 
the claim of Alabama for services of militia in the 
late Creek war. 4 

Mr. Triplett inquired if the claim of Alabama had 
been presented and reported on by any committee. 

Mr. Lewis answered, the claim had not been pre- 
sented or reported on; he had not had an opporta- 
nity to present the claim, batthe memortal had been 
in his possession many weeks. The claim he be- 
lieved to stand upon the same feoting as that of 
Georgia, which had just been voied in. 

Mr. Crabbé stated that the claim had been present- 
ed and referred to’ the committee on military affairs 
many weeks ago, but not reported on. The amend- 
ment was adopted: ayes 68, noes 53. 

Mr. Dodge moved an amendment to cover the 
claims of the militia of lowa. The amendment of 
Mr. Dodge was lost. 7 

Mr. Downing then proposed an amendment to 





corer claims for the services of militia of Florida, 
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Mr. Jameson moved an amendment for the bene- 
fit of volunteers of Missouri who went to Florida 
some years ago. The amendments were votec 
down, 

Mr. Evans moved that the committee rise and re- 
port the bills acted on. ted 

Mr. White, of Louisiana, insisted on moving an 
amendment to refund to Louisiana moneys paid by 
her for her militia serving in the Florida war several 
years ago. The amendinent was rejected. 

The bill to refund the duties on the French ship 
Alexandre was then taken up, read, and ordered to 
be reported to the house. 

The bill of this house concerning tonnage duties 
on Spanish vessels was then taken up, read, and 
ordered to be reported to the house. 

The committee then rose, and reported their pro- 
ceedings. ‘ 

The amendments of the senate to the bill making 
appropriations for the support of destitute Kicka- 
poo Indians, &c. to which the committee of the 
whole reported their agreement, were then again 
read, and all concurred in, except that for the re- 
lief of Clements Bryan, & Co. on this the yeas 
and nays were taken, and it was carried: yeas 99, 
nays 58. So that bill was finally passed, with Cle- 
ments Bryan & Co. included in it. at 

The bill to provide for the payment of the militia 
claims of the state of Maine then came up. The 
previous question was then moved and carried. 

And the question was put on the amendment 
making provision for the Georgia militia claims. 
It was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted as {ol- 
lows: for the amendment 80, against it 69. 

The question then was also put on the amendment 
making provisions for the militia claims of Alaba- 
ma. It was taken by yeas and nays and resulted 
as follows: for the amendment 41, against it 110. 

A motion was made to lay the bill on the table; 
and the question being put, 1t was decided in the 
negative: ayes 60, noes 73. 

The question on the third reading of the bill was 
then put and carried: ayes 92, noes 81. The bill was 
then read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Briggs said he respectfully asked the atten- 
tion of the house for one moment. He rose to offer 
the usual tribute of respect to the presiding officer 
of this house. For that purpose he would send a 
resolution to the chair, and he hoped it would re- 
ceive the cordial and unanimous approbation of every 
gentleman present. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this house be premene 
ed to the honorable Robert M. T. Hunter for the able, 
impartial, and dignified manner in which he _ has dis- 
charged the duties of the chair during the 26th con- 
sress. 
oT his resolution was read, and on the question 
being put thereon, (by Mr. Dromgoole, who tem- 
porarily occupied the chair), it was agreed to, una- 
nimously. 

The rules being suspended for the purpose, the 
usual resolutions of compensation for messengers, 
pages and watchmen were moved. 

And the previous question being moved—Mr. 
Barnard sent the following to the table, where 
it was read,as it might iofluence the vote on the 
previous question: 

“Resolved, That the clerk of this house be directed 
to furnish to such meinbers of the present house of re- 

resentatives as have not already received them, such 
books as were furnished to the members of the last 
house: provided that this resolution shall not be con- 
strued to authorise the reprinting of any of said books.” 

The resolution having been read, the previous 
question was seconded, the main question was put, 
and the resolutions for compensation to attendants 
were adopted. 


Mr. Chapman moved that the house resolve 
itself into committee of the whole on a bill to es- 
tablish an additional land office in Alabama for the 
sale of Cherokee lands. The motion was refused. 

Mr. Reed called for the consideration of the 
amendments of the senate to the bill concerning 
navy pensions and half pay. 


Mr. Cushing objected to the consideration of the 
said amendments, on the ground that the amend- 
ments and bills recently reported from the commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union had not 
been definitely acted on, and until they were acted 
on and disposed of, nothing could be taken up by 
the house, unless on a suspension of the rules, 

The speaker decided in favorof Mr. Reed’s mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Cushing appealed, and the speaker’s decision 
was affirmed 

And the question was put on Mr. Reed’s motion, 
and it was lost. 

[ Note. These amendments were not afterwards 
considered or acted npon. The bills did not, there- 


fore, finally pass—the amendments having remain-{ 


ed ungeted upon.] 


| 





Mr. Wise moved a suspension of the rule to offer | 


a joiut resolution to declare that the franking privi- 
lege of members of congress who may not be re- 
elected shall not be cut off by an exra session of 
congress, but shail extend to the Ist Monday of 
December after they shall cease to be members. 

On the question to suspend there were: ayes 89, 
noes 54. ‘here not being two-thirds, the question 
was lost. 

Mr. Graham said that he was desirous of doing 
an act of justice to the District of Columbia by 
taking up the bill to continue the corporate exis- 
tence of the banks of the District of Columbia; 
with this view he moved to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: yeas 100, nays 59. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
suspended, nor was the bank bill acted upon at all. 

he speaker laid before the house sundry com- 
munications from the president of the United States: 

1. The opinions of the several attorneys general 
on the subject of the claims of citizens of the Unit- 
ed States on the government of Hayti. 2. All the 
opinions of the attorneys general and other officers 
connected with the government, which give con- 
structions to the public laws not of a temporary 
character. 3. Papers relative to the recent seizures 
or searches of our vessels on the African coast or 
elsewhere by British cruizers, &c. together with 
communications from consul Trist, at Havana, re- 
lating to the African slave trade. 4. Papers relating 
to the sub-treasury. 5. Papers relating to returns 
of state banks. 6. On the canal lands in Ohio, 7. 
On the subject of emigrants. 8. On horses and 
other property lost in Indian wars. 9. On the sub- 
ject of mail routes. 10. On Indian schools in Ken- 
tucky. 11. On Indian disbursements. 12. On com- 
merce and navigation. 13. On post office incidental 
expenses, 

Resolutions were here introduced fixing the pay 
of the keeper of the stables of the house, the super- 
intendent of the folding room, and granting pay to 
the postmaster of the house for extra services; 
which, after some modifications and explanations, 
were agreed to. 

Mr. Evans asked leave to move the following re- 
solution: 

“Resolved, That the clerk of this house be directed 
to furnish to such members of the present house of re- 
icocepaneen as have not already received them such 

ooks as were furnished to the members of the last 
house: Provided, That this resolution shall not be con- 


strued to authorise the reprinting of any of said books.” 
The leave was objected to. 


Mr. Evans then moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to offer the same; and on suspending the 
rules there were—-ayes 114, noes 33. There being 
two-thirds in favor of the motion, the rules were 
suspended. 


The resolution then came fully before the house, 
and the previous question was moved and seconded. 
And the inain question, that is, that the resolution 
do pass? was put by yeas and nays, and resulted as 
follows: yeas 89, nays 50. And so the resolution 
was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. Lincoln, all committees were 
discharged from the business reterred to them. 

The bill reported from the committee of the 
whole to refund the duties improperly collected on 
the French ship Alexandre, was taken up, read the 
third time, and passed, and returned to the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Keim, the bill from the senate 
‘to amend the act entitled an act to amend the act 
approved May 13, 1800, entitled an act to amend 
an act entitled an act to establish the judicial courts 
of the United States,”” was taken up, ordered to a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed, and 
returned to the senate. 


The resolution from the senate to appoint a joint 
committee to wait on the president of the United 
States, and notify him of the approaching close of 
the session of congress, was taken up, read and 
agreed to; and Messrs. Vanderpvel and Briggs 
were appointed the committee on the part of the 
house. 


Mr. Grinnell asked leave to move the following 
resolution: 

“Resolved, That the sergeant-at-arms be directed to 
settle with the members of congress for the present 
session of the 26th congress at the rate of $4 per diem; 


‘;and in case any member has already received more 


than at that rate, he be dizected to refund the same to 
the sergeant-at-arms, for the use and benefit of the 
treasury of the United States.” 

Mr. Dromgoole objected. 

Mr. Grinnell moved to suspend the rules, to en- 
able him to offer the resolution. The motion was 
rejected. 


Mr. Mallory, of New York, from the committee 


of claims, obtained leave to make report (adverse ) 
on the cases of Hopewell Hebb and Wm. Palms. 


—™ 
_ 


<<< 

Mr. Kemble, from the committee on military af. 
fairs, obtained leave to make a report (adverse) on 
the petition of William Hawkins. 

Mr. Leonard asked leave to move a resolution to 
authorise the members having petitions to present 
to hand them to the clerk, with the names endorsed 
on the back; and directing the clerk to enter such 
on the journal as were not excluded by any rule o¢ 
the house; and if any were handed in which were. 
excluded by the rules, to return them at the next 
session. It was objected to. 

Mr. Underwood asked that the resolution from the 
senate in relation to water-rotted hemp be taken up, 
Mr. Stanly said he had no objection, if the gentle. 
man from Kentucky did not mean to insinuate that 
we should hereafter have more occasion for hemp 
than heretofore. Mr. Underwood did not mean to 
make any suchinsinuation. Mr. Stanly. Then I do 
not object. The question was put to suspend the 
rules, in order to take up that subject, and negatived, 

Mr, Calvary Morris asked leave to present peti- 
tions, which was objected to. 

Mr. Leet moved to suspend the rules in order to 
move a resolution similar, in all respects, to that 
which Mr. Leonard a few minutes before askeq 
leave to introduce, to authorise members to hand 
petitions to the clerk. The question was put, but 
the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Underwood obtained leave to move a resolu- 
tion fixing the pay of Charles W. Steward for clean- 
ing the hall, attending upon the speaker,&c. The 
resolution was agreed to unanimously. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
letter: 

March 3, 1841. 

Srr: Last evening I received notice of my ap- 
pointment as judge of the United States for the dis- 
trict of New Jersey. Therefore I resign my seat 
as one of the representatives from the state of New 
Jersey in the 26th congress. I am, sir, very re- 
spectfully, your obedient servant, 

PH. DICKERSON. 

Mr. Profit objected to receive the letter. Some 
conversation took place between the speaker and 
Mr. Proffit and other meinbers, when the speaker 
withdrew the letter from before the house. 

Mr. Casey moved tbat the rules be suspended to 
take up the bill from the senate to establish a sys- 
tem of general permanent pre-emption rights in fa- 
vor of occupants of the public lands. 

Mr. Everett moved a call of the house. The 
yeas and nays were taken on the call; and there ap- 
peared for the call 23, against it 114. 

Mr. Vanderpoel, from the joint committee appoint- 
ed to wait on the president, and inform him that, un- 
less he may have further communications to make 
to congress, the two houses are about to close the 
present session by an adjournment, reported that 
the committee had discharged the duties imposed 
upon them; that the president answered that he had 
no further communications to make; and that he 
wished the members a safe return to their homes 
and families. 

And then, at 12 o’clock at night, a motion was 
made that the house do adjourn. And the question 
being put, it passed in the affirmative. 

And thereupon the speaker rose from his clair, 
and addressed the house as follows: 

GENTLEMEN: It is with the deepest sensibility 
that I rise to return you my grateful acknowledg- 
ments for all of your kindness, ere T perform the 
last official act which is to separate so many of us, 
perhaps forever. If it is no light thing, under any 
circumstances, to break up long-standing associa- 
tions, how much graver must be the emotions with 
which we part from those who met us in confi- 
dence, and take leave of us in kindness? 

A consciousness of my own deficiencies forces 
me to attribute much of the high compliment which 
you have offered me to that courtesy which relieves 
and softens our intercourse in the various relations 
of social and official life. But, may I not, at the 
same time, ascribe it, in part, to your sense of the 
wotives by which I have been governed in the dis- 
charge of the duties of my office? If I have not 
done all that an abler man would have effected, in 
my station, still it is to be remembered that no other 
has ever been called to this place so unexpectedly, 
and under so many circumstances of difficulty aud 
embarrassment. In a nicely-balanced state of par- 
lies, and amid scenes of great political excitement, 
I was selected to execute your highest and most 
delicate trust, without previous preparation or ex- 
perience, and with no party to sustain me, other 
than those friends whom I might make by endea- 
voring to discharge my duties justly and imparti- 
ally. I foresaw many of the difficulties to whicb I 
should be exposed, and if [had consulted my own 
ease, I perhaps should not have excepted the office, 
witb my view of its duties, and under the circum- 
|stances to which} have alluded. But higher con- 
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arduous task, and to make you the best return in 
soy power for the confidence with which you hac 
honored me. In the excited ahd feverish state of 
mind which then existed, not only here, but in the 
country at large, I believe that a speaker, who 
would manifest a desire to deal justly upon all oc- 
casions, could be more useful than one of far greater 
abilities, who would hold this chair with no higher 
aim than that of leading his party to victory, and of 
dealing by the vanquished with only such genero- 
sity as the conqueror may bestow upon the con- 

uered. This view of the services which a speaker, 
in the opinion of too many, may legitimately ren- 
der to his friends, would soon pervert party organi- 
zations from the noble pursuits of truth and justice 
jnto a mere contest for power and office, and, under 
milder forms, infuse the spirit of civil war into the 
divisions of this house and the nation. He who ad- 
ministers this office for himself or his party may do 
much for both; but he who seeks the common good 
must administer it for the country, and deal justly 
by all. In pursuing this latter course, in times of 
high party excitement, he will doubtless expose his 
motives to misconstruction, and himself to censure; 
but there is, at last, a satisfaction in the concious- 
ness of rectitude higher than public praise, and be- 

ond the reach even of public censure. I knew, 
when I took the office, that I should not be able to 
execute its duties entirely apoareeg to my concep- 
tion of their nature; but I believed that the mere 
effort to do so might serve asa useful example here- 
after. 

To administer the rules fairly is, comparatively, 
an easy task; but there is great difficulty in organiz- 
ing the committees of the house so as to do justice 
to all parties. As much in deliberation depends 
upon the statement of the proposition to be discuss- 
ed, so the efficiency of this body depends greatly 
upon the constitution of the committees which pre- 
sent most of the subjects upon which itacts. It is, 


try, that the power of proposing, through these 
committees, should be fairly and rightly bestowed. 
To ascertain what is fair in the dispensation of this 
power, is the most difficult duty,as it should be the 
most anxious care ofa speaker. To say that I had 
developed the general principles of a just organiza- 
tion, would be to claim far more than I deserve. 
But, that such principles may be established by a 
reference to the position of parties, and the nature 
of the questions to be considered, I do not doubt. 
The party upon which it naturally devolves to pro- 
pose a question, ought to have the power, it would 
seem, to present its proposition in the shape for 
which it is willing to be responsible. And, as the 
different parties hold the affirmative, according to 
the nature of the question, so ought the constitu- 
tion of the committees to be varied. In the com- 
mittees connected with the executive departments, 
it would seem just that the friends of the ex‘sting 
administration should have the majority, to propose 
the measures which emanate otixinally from their 

arty, and for which they are mainly accountable. 

n committees of investigation it is equally clear 
that the opposition, who hold the affirmative, should 
have the majority and the power. And so upon 
other questions, a reference to their nature, and to 
the views of the various sections of our confederacy, 
will generally enable a speaker to approximate to 
just rules in constituting the committees which 
take charge of these measures. But in all cases I 
have endeavored to guard the minority upon the 





committees, in the point of numbers and ability. 
That I have sometimes failed in my most earnest, 
attempts to do justice, I freely confess; but it is 
something, if I can hope that I have at least made 
it easier for those who succeed me, to act upon some : 
better principle than that of giving the whole power 
of the house to one of the parties, without regard 
to the rights and feelings of others. Clothe this 
station with the authority of justice, and how much 
may it not do to elevate the views of parties from 
themselves to their country. But arm it with the 
mere power of nambers, and administer it with an 
exclusive eye to the interests of a part, and it may 
become the engine of as much fraud and oppres- 
Ho as can be practised in acountry so free as 
Irs, 
I ought, perhaps, to apologize to you for this 
rief allusion I have made to the principles which 
have governed me, but it is the last time I shall 
ever claim your indulgence, and I owed it to my- 
self, and to you, to make the explanation. If I have 
done wrong, I alone am responsible for it; and if I 
have earnestly sought to act justly and impartially, 
seek no higherreward than the kind expression of 


your satisfaction, which you have just been pleased 
to offer me. : y J 


I'am soon to pass away from the station with] 


'the year 1841. 


without regret—its trappings all may see, but its 
arxieties and trials must be endured to be under- 
stood. E 

It is not, however, so easy a thing to sever, even 
for a season, the kindly ties of friendship, and it is 
ainful to reflect upon the thousand accidents of 
ife which may prevent many, very many, of us 
from ever meeting again. 


But, although the traces of individual action are 
soon lost inthe rapid current of events, it is still 
cheering to think that we have contributed to those 
great but silent results of a well-ordered govern- 
ment, which shed their blessings daily throughout 
the land. Still prouder is the hope that, with or 
without us, our country is on the march to fulfil its 
mighty destiny, and accomplish the high mission of 
reform, upon which we fondly believe it is sent.— 
Permit me, ere I conclude, to renew my grateful 
acknowledgments to you for the honor you have 
bestowed upon me, and the kind consideration 
which you have shown me upon so many occasions. 

May each and all of you return in safety to your 
homes, to enjoy, in domestic life, a grateful repose 
from your labors, and to receive, in the gratulations 
of confiding constituents, the highest reward with 
which a representative can be honored. 

And now, when we are about to close the busy 
scene of our labors, and all sense of difference or 
division is for the moment lost in the emotions of 
the parting hour, may I not hope that we shall se- 
parate, to remember only what was pleasant and 
friendly in our past intercourse and to forget all that 
was painful or disagreeable. 

May every blessing attend you, gentlemen, in 
your progress through life, aud may you continue 
to awaken in the breasts of others the same kindly 
emotions of friendship aud respect with which I 
now take my leave of you, as I perform my last of- 
ficial duty, and pronounce this house to be adjourn- 
ed without day. 


{The conclusion of the speaker’s valedictory was 
followed by unrestrained testimonials of applause 
from the galleries as wellas from the floor of the 
house, such as would, atany other than the last 
moment of the session, have called for severe re- 
buke.] 





LIST OF ACTS, 
Passed by congress at the 2d session of the 26th con- 
gress, which terminated March 3, 1841. 
BILLS WHICH ORIGINATED IN THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 

An act making appropriations, in part, for the 
support of government for the year 1841. 

An act making appropriations for the payment of 
revolutionary pensioners for the year 1841. 

Anact making temporary provision for lunatics 
in the District of Columbia. 

An act to authorise the issuing of treasury notes. 

An act to amend the act to authorise the state of 
Tennessee to issue grants and perfect titles to cer- 
tain lands therein described; and tosettle the claims 
to the vacant and unappropriated lands therein de- 
scribed, passed April 18, 1806. 

An act making further provision for the expen- 
ses of an exploration and survey of that part of the 
northeastern boundary line of the United States 
which separates the states of Maine and N. Hamp- 
shire from the British provinces. 

An act further to continue in force the act for the 
payment of horses and other property lost in the 
military service of the United States. 

Anact making appropriations for the civil and di- 
plomatic expenses of government for the year 1841; 
(of which there was for the post office $4,812,620). 

An act making appropriations for the navy for 


An act making appropriations for the army for 
the year 1841. 

An act making appropriations for the Indian de- 
partment and for treaty stipulations with the In- 
dians for 1841. 

An act raaking appropriations for the expense of 
a delegation of western Seminole Indians. 

Anact making appropriation for destitute Kic- 
apoo Indians, and removing and subsisting the Swan 
Creek and Black River Indians, of Michigan. 

An act for the relief of Mary Tucker. 

An act making appropriations for the support of 
the military academy for 1841. 

An act to authorise a register to be granted to the 
schooner Amistead. 

Anacttoincorporate the Washington Benevolent 
society, inthe District of Columbia. 

An act to confirm land patents. 

An act making appropriations for certain fortifi- 
cations of the United States for the year 1841. 


BILLS WHICH ORIGINATED IN THE SENATE. _ 
An act supplementary to an act to abolish impri- 


¥ $200,000 annually 


An act further to amend the act entitled an act to 
provide for taking the sixth census or enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States. 

An act for the relief of Gordon S. Hubbard, Ro- 
bert A. Kenzie, and others. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to 
encourage the introduction aad promote the cultiva- 
tion of tropical plants. [For the benefit of the wi- 
dow and children of Dr. Henry Perrine, killed by 
the Indians in Florida. 

An act to confirm to the state of Indiana the land 
selected by her for that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal which lies between the mouth of the 
Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for other 
purposes, 

An act granting a pension to Lemuel White. 

An act for the relief of Wm. P. Rathuone. 

An act granting a pension to Hannah Leighton. 
An act for the relief of Jacob Seeley. 

An act for the relief of Wm. Jones. 

An act for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
Henry Stone. 

An act for the relief of lieut. John E. Bispham. 
An act for the relief of John Carter. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Bogy. 

An act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau. 
An act for the relief of Agnes Dundas. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Miguel Es- 
ava. 

An act to refund the duties on the French ship 
Alexandre. 

An act to amend the act entitled an act to amend 
the act passed on May 13, 1800, entitled ‘‘an act to 
amend an act entitled an act to establish the judicial 
courts of the United States.” 

An act for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh & Co. 
Joint resolution to present incorporated universi- 
ties, colleges, &c. with copies of the catalogue of 
the library of congress. 

xT he bill for the settlement of the claims of the 
states of Maine and Georgia, for the services of 
their militia, amounting together to about the sum 
of $458,000, passed both houses of congress, and 
was enrolled and brought into the house for the sig- 
nature of the speaker just as the motion was made 
to close the session; which motion prevailing, it was 
not signed, and therefore did not become a law, al- 
though passed by both houses of congress. 


AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS MADE AT THE 2d 
SESSION OF THE 26th CONGRESS. 
Partial support of government (congress) $412,000 
For civil and diplomatic expenses 8,030,005 
For the navy 5,926,338 
For the army 5,441,919 
For fortifications 485,500 
For the military academy 160,522 
For pepsions 1,144,155 
For the Indian departinent 875,280 
For delegation of western Seminoles 15,000 
For destitute Kickapocs, removal of 
Swan Creek and Black River Indians 
For survey of northeastern boundary 
For lunatics in District of Columbia 
For refunding duties on French ship 
Alexandre 
For Avery, Saltmarsh and company 
For private claims (net pensions) 
amounts specified 


22,000 
75,000 
3,000 


1,050 
9,779 


4,645 





Amount of definite and specified ap- 

propriations 

In addition to the above, claims are 
to be examined, and the amount found 
due to be paid, viz: 

Claim of the corporation of the city 
of Mobile. 

Claim of Clements, Bryan & Co. 

Clerks on Chickasaw treaty business. 

Officers of the customs, arrears of 
compensation for 1839. 

Arrears due to clerks of Boston cus- 
tom house from 1832 to 1837. 

Same to clerks of Philadelphia cus- 
tom house from 1832 to 1837. 

These may take, in the aggregate, 
about 


$22,606,193 


150,000 





$22,756,193 
From which deduct the sum appropri- 
ated for the post office department, 
which is fo be paid from the revenue 


of the department exclusively. 4,812,620 





Leaving to be provided from the com- 
con treasury, exclusive of the re- 
demption of treasury notes and sun- 
dry standing appropriations, such as 

for arming the 








Which you have honored me, and 1 part from it 


génment for debit in certain cases. 


militia, and other annual charges $17,943,678 
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CHRONICLE. 

AmIsTaD case. The supreme court. The National 
Intelligencer of this morning says: For some days past 
we have not been enabled, owing to the bustle of the 
times, to lay before our readers the usual account of 
the daily sittings of the supreme court. They are all 
brought up, however, to-day. ee 

‘The reader will perceive that yesterday the decision 
of the court was rendered in the case of the U. States, 
appellant, vs. the Amistad, &c. and that the judg- 
ment of the district court of Connecticut in that case 
was affirmed in every respect, except as to sending 
the negroes back to Africa: they are by the decision 
discharged as free men. 

The court is expected to end its annual session and 
adjourn this day, Wednesday, 10th instant. 


BALTIMORE COFFEE TRADE. By a letter from Rio 
Janeiro, it seems that of 297,590 bags of coffee export- 
ed into the United States during the year 1840, Balti- 
more received. 108,617 bags, or more than one-third ‘of 
the whole. The completion of our connections by 
canal and rail road with the immense chain of Penn- 
sylvania works will have the effect of increasing, large- 
ly and steadily, both the export and import trade of the 
city of Baltimore, and, will make her in due time as 
great a market for dry goods as she now is for groce- 
ries. 


Banks. The U. S. bank and Michigan. 
troit Daily Advertiser states that the failure of the U. 
S. bank will be a severe blow to Michigan, that institu- 
tion holding nearly two millions of the Michigan state 
bonds. It says all the hopes of Michigan to prosecute 
her internal improvements, have been based on the 
ability of the bank to pay the state the amount of these 
bonds. 

We learn from the St. Louis papers that the State 
Bank of Illinois has been obliged to yield to the gene- 
ral pressure, and again suspend specie payments. 


Tur BounpARY Question. Lord John Russell is re- 
ported to have said in debate that he would be willing 
to confide the settlement of the boundary question to 
general Scott alone,in the conviction that he would 
render strict justice to both nations! A very high 
compliment to gen. Scott, and a strong indication of an 
amicable termination of that difficulty.” 

[N. Y. American. 


Dears. James D. Westcott, late secretary of state 
of New Jersey, died at his residence in the city of 
Trenton, on Thusday of last week, in the 66th year of 
his age. 


DeLecates To THE Brirish AND Forrten Brisie so- 
ciery. Ata meeting of the board of managers of the 
American Bible society, held last evening, the rev. 
George Cookman, chaplain to the senate of the United 
States, was appointed a delegate from that body to re- 
present them at the next anniversary of the British and 
Foreign Bible society, to be held at Exeter Hall, Lon- 
don, in May next. We understand that Mr. Cook- 
man will depart in the steamship President onthe 10th 
inst. [N. ¥. Com. Adv. 


i;xcHANGE, at New York. . | 
phia is getting rather better. Exchanges, inchding 
certificates and checks. Bank notes in distant places | 
are at 4 per cent. larger discount. Boston, par 4; Phi- 
ladelphia, 404}; Baltimore, 4; Richmond, 5; Peters- 
burg, 51; Nortolk, 54; Raleigh, do. do.; Wilmington, 
do. do.; Charleston, 245; Augusta, 1lal123; Macon, 13; 
Columbus, 7428; Savannah, 5; Mobile, I1jall3; inte. | 
rior, Ala. 125; N. Orleans, 8; St. Louis, 10a11; Louis. | 
ville, 10; Cineinnati, 9$a10; Nashville, 15; Michigan, 4. 
Bills on London, 7a73; do. France 51.30a5f.325. 

[Jour, Com. 


Fires. At Promdence. On Thursday morning, at 
half past one o’clock, the buildings belonging to A. 
Anthony & Co’s tannery, in Olneyville, were disco- 
vered to be on fire, and in a short time were entirely 
consumed. ‘The buildings contained 4,000 pounds of 
wool, a large quantity of leather, hides,&c. Adjoin- 
ing the buildings burnt was a grist mill containing a 
large quantity of grain which, together with the mill, 
was parily destroyed. Loss about $5,000. No insu- 
rance. 

At Pensacola. We learn from the Pensacola Ga- 
zette of the 20th ult. that Collin’s hotel, in that city, 
was destroyed by fire on that day. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS. ‘The inaugural address reach- 
ed Philadelphia, by. express, at ten minutes after six 
o'clock on Thursday evening. The distance from 
Baltimore to Philadelphia—96 miles—was thus per- 
formed in about 4 hours. at ; 

The government express from Washington, which 
took che inaugural address of president Harrison, 
reached New York at a few minutes before 11 o’clock 
at night, having accomplished the distance in the un- 
precedentedly short space of teu hours. 


Inavcuration. Among the incidents belonging to 
the day of the inauguration, we note the following: | 

Mr. Isaac Newton, an enterprising farmer of Spring- 
field, Delaware county, Pennsylvania, on the morning 
of the day, presented to the general a “‘fatted calf,” 
most neatly dressed by his own hands at his residence, 
and which he brought to this city, well preserved, 
boxed up in ice. ‘The animal was one of the finest of 
its kind. It was five months old, and weighed 384 lbs. 

‘The presentation was accompanied-by a very brief, 
well-tumed, and well-expressed address by Mr. Newton. 








The De-| to the profession. 


Exchange on Pluladel- } 


‘judgment in Cincinnati against Mr. Gano, without 


terests of the country. 


by the builder, (Mr. Lee), in the name of the Whigs o 
house, where it can be seen by those desirous of view- 

A walking came, made of part of the coach o 
appropriate inscription, was 


through Mr. Custis, of Arkington. [Nat. Int. 


to be at the head of domestic affairs, on the coraing in 
of the new administration, is the widow of Wm. Har- 
rison, the son of the president, who died a few months 
ago. ‘I'here will be associated with her Mrs. HO fad 
the youngest daughter of gen. Harrison, and Mrs. 
‘T'aylor, the mother of the last mentioned lady’s hus- 
band. ‘The general’s wife intends to remain the mis- 
tress of North Bend, and at the white house will be a 
visiter. It will interest some of our readers:to know 
that all these ladies are communicants in the Episco- 
pal church. We trust - their Christian deportment in 
the elevated station which they occupy will do honor 
The general’s private secretary will 
be his son inlaw, Mr. Taylor. [N. Y. Jour. Com. 


McLeop. The London Morning Herald of the 8th 
vias caneindes an article on the imprisonment of Mc- 

eod: 

As tothe plea put forward by Mr. Forsyth, of the 
state of New York having rights independent of the 
federal government, in vindication of which the au- 
thorities there can try and hang British subjects for 
acts avowed to have been committed by the order of 
their own government, it will not bear a moment’s in- 
vestigation, or, if it deserves an answer it is this—that 
if the crown of Great Britain be insulted and aggrieved 
by the state of New York, in the person of colonel 
McLeod, the state of New York must answer to Great 
Britain for the outrage; and if the other states of the 
republican union should make common cause with 
that of New York, then the whole republican union, 
whose orators in-congress have stimulated the popular 
passions, ravening for the blood of a loyal and innocent 
subject of the British crown, must take the conse- 
quences. 


LAW CASE—IMPORTANT DECISION. In a case recent- 
ly before the court of common pleas in Dauphin coun- 
| ty, judge Parsons decided “the true rule of policy and 
of law, to be: That when bank notes are current at 
the place in which they are paid, and they are received 
witnout objection, and paid in good faith, without any 
knowledge that the bank had failed, or where, from 
the facts, it could not be inferred that it had, although 
at the time, the notes in the place where the bank is 
located, are not current but utterly worthless, still, in 
law, it is a valid payment of a pre-existing debt, and 
when so received, and the debt or judgment satisfied, 
it is a payment, and the original debt is relinquished.” 
The case has been removed to the supreme court for 
revision. | Pennsylvanian. 


’ _Recorp YOUR MORTGAGES. In a case decided on 
Thursday last in our superior court, it appeared that 
Mr. Aaron G. Gano being the owner of one of the 
immense pork houses in Cincinnati, mortgaged it to 
the Commercial bank fur $19,000, to secure a bona fide 
debt. ‘The mortgage was correctly drawn up, execut- 
ed and acknowledged, according to law, but was not 
immediately recorded by the bank. Before it was re- 
corded the Bank of the United States obtained a heavy 





notice of the mortgage. T'he court (judge Este) decid- 
ed that the judgment was the prior lien on the lot and 
buildings, and thus, for want of recording in due time 
the Cominercial bank has been cut out of $19,000.~ 
Such is the law of our state, vide statutes of Ohio, vol. 
29, page 348, 

Counsel for U. S. bank, Messrs. Chase & Ball.— 
For Commercial Bank, Messrs. Wright & Hodges. 
The case, we understand, will be appealed to~the 
supreme court. [Cincinnati Republican. 


NEWLY MANUFACTURED cLoTH. ‘The London cor- 
respondent of the Boston Post thus notices the manu- 
facture of a species of cloth that is calculated to make 
a new era in articles of wearing appearel— 

A valuable patent.— About six months ago, | was in- | 
troduced to an American, who visited this country for 
the purpose of securing a valuable patent for a new 
method of manufacturing woollen cloth, I examined | 
numerous specimens of the cloth, all of which appear- 
ed very well, and possessed important improvements 
over the English broadcloth and cassimere; but as I 
knew little about the article, I did not make any men- 
tion of it at that time, for however sanguine an inven- 
ior of any new instrument may be, or however strong- 
ly convinced the discoverer of any new theory or sys- 
tem may be, that it is superior to all others, the public | 
do not always find it to prove such. As this woollen 
cloth is now offered for sale, and as several! of the large 
London houses have purchased hundreds of pieces for 
the purpose of introducing it. I am justified in calling 
attention toit. ‘The Colonial Gazette thus noticed the 
patent several months since. “Mr. Wells hag invent- 


spirit ‘which prompted its bestowal; attended by his 
thanks to Mr. N. for his kindness in making it; and an 
expression of his great regard for the agricultural in- 


The splendid coach built in Baltimore for the presi- 
dent elect arrived yesterday, and was presented to him 


the monumental city. It was taken to the president's 
ing a splendid specimen of American Qe a 

; SS oe 
neral Washington, richly mounted, and bearing. an 


presented on Wednesday 
last to general Harrison, by bishop Meade, of Virginia, 


THE LADIES AT THE WHITE HOUSE. The lady who is 


es 
fourth part of the cost hitherto usual. The materia); 
not woven but compressed. ‘T'wo urchins, with the 
machine, can turn out one hundred yards of the bro. 
cloth in twelve hours; and where twenty-four shillingg 
were demanded per yard, six shillings afford the ney 
manuilacturers abundant remuneration. We have jp, 
spected and handled, as roughly as we liked, speci. 
mens of every variety, from the finest scarlet cloth fo; 
officers’ uniforms, down to blankets and carpets, anq 
we certainly could not, either ‘by sight or touch, dis 
tinguish: them from corresponding pieces made in the 
old fashion.” , 

This new cloth is likely to create a, great revolution 
among the manufacturers, for already they discoye, 
that it issomething more than a mere bubble of an hour, 
The Austrian government has purchased. the right tg 
manufacture in Austria, and several other rights to 
manufacture it in England and France have also bee, 
purchased. ‘There are four or five large mills now jp 
constant operation in this country, which turn oy 
daily Several hundred pieces of the cloth of various 
qualities. Soon the markets here will be filled wii), j; 
and no doubt a large quantity will'be sold in the [/’ 
States, as Mr. Wells, who is a N. Yorker, informed ne 
that so soon as he had completed his arrangements 
for supplying the European markets, he should esta}. 
lish several large factories in America. Mr. Wells 
has worn a frock coat made of this new cloth, almost 
every day during the last six months, and itis an cle. 
gant garment even now—the material being compress. 
ed, there is no thread in it, and the nap has the saine 
smooth, glossy appearance as when I first looked at it, 
The cheapness, durability, and beautiful appearance 
of this new cloth, must give it a decided advantage 
over all other kinds. So far ithas met with great fayor 
from the most extensive dealers in cloths in London, 


On pits. ‘The Philadelphia North American of yes- 
terday says: 

Among the on dits of the day, it is rumored that 
Nicholas Biddle, esq. is about to put forth a publication 
upon the concerns of the United States bank, with an 
especial reference to its condition at the time lie resign: 
ed the presidency. 


Resicnations. We learn that Mr. Coddington. has 
resigned the office of post masier of this city, and B, 
I’. Butler, esq. that of U. S. district attorney. 
[N. Y. Jour. Com. 
George Bancroft, esq. collector of the port of Boston 
and Charlestown, sent on to Washington, to-day, his re- 
signation of that office, to take effect from this time. 
[Bay State Democrwi. 
We learn that John M. Read, esq has resigned the 
office of United States attorney for this district: 
[Phil. Ing. 
Rat roads. A correspondent of the Philadelphia 
United States Gazette says: ‘There are now three thiou- 
sand three hundred and nineteen miles of rail road: 
completed, and in daily use in the United States, con- 
structed ata cost of eighty-six millions of dollars, anc 
ielding an average profit of seven and a half per cent. 
Lenites these, the railroads which are in_ progress of 
completion, and those projected, will make about ten 
thousand miles of rail roads in the United Staies. 


SreamBoaT Creoue. Awful catastrophe! The steai- 
boat Creole burnt—loss of many lives, and great desiruc- 
tion of property. 

The steamboat Creole, captain Dalman, one of thie 

ted river packets, on her passage from Natchitoches 
to New Orleans, with a cargo of upwards of one hun- 
dred bales of cotton, boxes of specie, bundles of bank 
notes, merchandise, &c. came out of Red river at the 
grey of dawn on Monday morning. When about two 
miles below, she was discovered to be on fire, anda 
general alarm was given ‘The passengers, more than 
sixty innumber, and consisting of men, women and 
children, were all in their berths at the time. The ‘ve 
commenced at the after part of the boat, the tiller ropes 
were immediately severed, and the confusion, consier- 
nation and panic which ensued, defies description. 
Amid the raging of the flames, the engine contin ied 
working, and drove the boat against the shore. Here 
four persons leaped off and escaped. Rebounding, as 
it appeared, she altered her course and running near 
‘a mile and a half, brought up against the bank on ihe 
opposite side of the river. 
In the meantime, and while the.Creole was crossing 
the river, many of the passengers, and some of tlie 
crew, threw over bales of cotton on which they em- 
barked. Some missing their aim in jumping, or their 
balance afterwards, were precipitated into the stream 
aud drowned. Many remained on board till she reach- 
ed the opposite shore, when they leaped off. A few 
were fortunate tu reach the land, but the greater par! 
plunged intothe water, and itis believed of these near- 
ly allwererescued. ‘The present estimate is that about 
twelve human beings lost their lives by the catastrophe. 
Of the 20 or 30 unaccounted for it is hoped the most 
of them floated off on cotton, and may have been 
picked up by steamboats and other craft. There was 
scarcely an article saved. The passengers, male and 
femaz'e, with scarcely an exception, escaped with bare- 
ly what they sleptin. [N. O. Bulletin. 


Stocks. U.S. bank sold at New York on the 10:h 
inst. at 153; at Baltimore 14} to 153; at Philadelpiia 
16% to 163. , 
Sales of stocks at New York, March 8. $2,000 Indi- 
ana bonds, 533; $1,000 Illinois 6’s, 1870, 61; 1,120 





ed a machine, and has discovered a process by which 





The gift was received by the present efect in the same 


} woollen cloth of every sort is produced at less than a 


shares U.S. bank, 173a18;75 do. Canton company: 
25a27; $11,700 exchange on Philadelphia, 94. 
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